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Governor Behaviorology in Imam Ali's letter
to Malik Ashtar

Contextual analysis of behavioral statements with content analysis method
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Somayeh Bakhshizadeh”
Hedyeh Tagavi

The purpose of the present study is to investigate the psychological
dimensions of governor behavior in Imam Ali's letter to Malek Ashtar
and to draw an Islamic pattern of governor behavior. The research
method was "content analysis” and, by analyzing the vocabulary
meaningfulness, 57 behavioral statements used in the letter were
extracted that based on content commonalities, were arranged in eight
behavioral categories: ethnocentrism, controlling governor behavioral,
fair evaluation of people's work, commitment to the treaty, covering
imperfections of the people, not to be negligent in affairs, not
spreading flattery and avoiding vengeance. The sum of the behavioral
statements mentioned in the letter outlines the healthy community and
bureaucracy that can lead to a vibrant, active, virtuous, responsible,
growing, and moving society. Evaluation of Frequency of these
propositions in terms of their categories showed that most repeated
behavioral propositions is related to "ethnocentrism" with 18
propositions, following which the prevailing behavioral guidelines for
dealing with people are such as: Ignorance and negligence, virtue, and
bravery. The second most commonly used proposition is the concept
of "controlling governor behavior" which addresses ethical guidelines
such as self-control and avoidance of vitriolic language.

Keywords: Imam Ali, Malik Ashtar, Governor Behaviorology,
Imam Ali’s Instructions (Ahd) to Malik Ashtar.
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