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A Sociological Study of the Relation between Virtual
Social Networks and Political Participation
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Although development of communicative technologies has formed
online network communities on the cyberspace and has deeply
affected people’s individual and social behaviors, there are very few
empirical studies of how such newly emerged networks connect and
influence the participation behaviors of citizens in political affairs.
The present research addresses the following question: can virtual
social networks affect students’ political participation? The research
hypothesis was put to an empirical test through questionnaires
presented to students of the University of Qom. The validity of the
questionnaire is based on Cronbach’s alpha statistic. The data were
analyzed through SPSS software under Windows. The statistic
population was studied given a division of social networks into
horizontal, vertical, and social solidarity, and given five aspects of
political participation; that is, electing (first level), political
monitoring (second level), being elected (third level), participation
and engagement in inner structural reforms (fourth level), and
measures taken to bring fundamental changes in political institutions
(fifth level). Our findings show that horizontal networks are the most
influential, and vertical networks are the least influential in political
participations of the users of virtual social networks. The present
research is a correlational study, with the method of data collection of
the post-event variety.

Keywords: social capital, virtual social networks, horizontal and
vertical social networks, political participation.
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