\)"j’-iji-‘?" \ND 2= "‘?‘ 4-"3(
!’ = L%
y sl RolilicaliScrencs g
é ISSN: 2645-5773 ﬂ
“ Bagit A-Olum University Scientific-Research Quarterly of Islamic Political Studies ’:I
:b}ﬁ’ —~1 Vol. 26 @ No. 1 @ Spring 2023 e Issue 101 e ;’@A'
 HESSPC =Bl OO

The Representation of Freedom in the Press
during the Constitutionalist Erain Iran
through van L eeuwen’s Model

Ehsan Maktabil Mohammad Tohidfam?

Ahmad Bakhshayesh Ardestani3 Hojjatollah Darvishpour4
1. PhD. Student, Department of Political Science, Central Tehran Branch, Islamic Azad University,
Tehran, Iran. maktabi.ehsan48@gmail.com
2. Professor, Department of Political Science, Central Tehran Branch, Islamic Azad University,
Tehran, Iran (Corresponding author). tohidfam_m@yahoo.com
3. Professor, Department of Political Science, Central Tehran Branch, Islamic Azad University,
Tehran, Iran. Ahmadbakhshiog12@gmail.com
4. Assistant professor, Department of Political Science, Central Tehran Branch, Islamic Azad
University, Tehran, Iran. dr.darvishpur2018 @yahoo.com

* Abstract
The Constitutionalist era in Iran brought about a period of significant
transformation, where Iranians were exposed to a multitude of new terms
and phenomena, resulting in heightened awareness. This newfound
awareness laid the groundwork for a shifting of power dynamics and
eventually led to structural changes within the country. However, it is
important to note that religious, political, and elite figures, shaped by their
distinct backgrounds and interests, did not equally reflect these changes.
Consequently, varying interpretations of key concepts such as freedom,
equality, and law emerged, which were then reflected in the press and
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media of the time. This research aims to examine the representation of the
concept of freedom in the press during a specific historical era, utilizing
van Leeuwen's model as a framework. The focus is on analyzing
newspapers such as Qanun, Habl al-Matin, Sur-e Esrafil, and Mosavat.
The research method employed is content analysis, drawing upon van
Leeuwen's theory of representation. The theoretical framework is based on
his model, which comprises four key categories: authorization, moral
evaluation, rationalization, and mythopoesis. These categories contribute
to the discursive construction of legitimization, demonstrating how each
element plays a role in legitimizing concepts within representations.
Consequently, this research investigates the legitimization of events
presented in the press utilizing van Leeuwen's model. Data has been
collected from documents and the aforementioned newspapers during the
two-year period of the Constitutional Movement, spanning from spring
1285 Sh to summer 1287 Sh.
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