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" Abstract

Nasir al-Din al-Tas1 (597—672 AH), a distinguished Shiite theologian and
philosopher, is regarded as the founder of philosophical theology. He
played a significant role in promoting Imami Shiite political theology,
leaving numerous works in this field. Although many of al-Tasi’s works
have been critically edited and studied, some theological texts have not yet
received the attention they deserve, among them the treatise al-Imama.
The term "imam" refers to a leader, guardian, or ruler—one who leads and
assumes the responsibility of guiding society. In this treatise, al-Tsi,
relying on Imami Shiite principles and without recourse to transmitted
evidence, explores the issue of Imamate (leadership) in Islam from a
political and divine perspective across three chapters. In the first chapter,
he discusses the foundational and methodological aspects of Imamate,
asserting that, according to Imami Shiite thought, leadership is based on
tawhid (unity of God), ‘adl (divine justice), and nubuwwa (prophethood),
a principle not to be questioned. The second chapter addresses five key
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questions concerning the essence of the imam, the necessity of an imam’s
presence at all times, the purpose of an imam, the imam’s attributes, and
the process of selecting an imam. In the third chapter, al-Tasi examines
the occultation of Imam al-Mahdi (may God hasten his reappearance) and
the reasons for the prolonged occultation in detail. Distinguishing features
of al-Imama include its rational approach (without relying on transmitted
evidence), its focus on the imam’s attributes, and its discussion of
messianic themes. In this critical edition, an intermediary approach was
employed using eight manuscript copies from the libraries of the Islamic
Consultative Assembly, the University of Tehran, Ayatollah Mar‘ashi
Najafi, Malik National Library, and the Center for Revival of Islamic
Heritage in Qom.
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