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The Relation between Equality and Political Justice

Ahmad Vaezi

Department of Islamic Philosophy and Theology, Bagir al-Olum University, Qom, Iran. vaezibou@ac.ir

Abstract

In the intellectual and normative framework of political societies, a set of values serves
as fundamental organizing principles of collective life. Concepts such as freedom, justice,
and equality are among the most important values at the heart of political philosophy
debates. While the intrinsic value and independence of concepts like freedom and justice
are generally accepted, the position and nature of “equality” as a social value has always
been a subject of controversy and ambiguity. This article provides an analytical and in-
depth examination of the relationship between two key concepts, “equality” and "political
justice," and seeks to answer the central question: Is equality inherently and independently
an absolute social value, or is its worth always contingent upon the realization of justice
and dependent on it? In other words, are there independent and compelling reasons for the
intrinsic value of equality that make it unnecessary to be linked with the notion of justice,
allowing it to perform its own specific mandatory functions in organizing social order?
This study, adopting a descriptive-analytical approach and examining various arguments,
tests the hypothesis that equality, unlike values such as freedom and justice, is not an
absolute and primary social value; rather, it is a secondary value that derives its worth and
binding nature from justice. The findings of the research indicate that "equality," by itself
and without considering its object or subject, lacks axiological and guiding power. For
example, subjecting everyone to slavery equally or honoring everyone equally are both
instances of applying the principle of equality, yet the moral value of these actions does not
stem from equality itself but from the nature of their subjects (slavery or honor). Therefore,
equality only becomes valuable and binding when it serves the realization of another, prior
value, especially justice. In other words, the application of equality is desirable when it is
"just,” and the application of inequality is undesirable when it constitutes "injustice.” This
inseparable link places equality under the conceptual umbrella of justice, denying its
independence as a fundamental value.The article then analyzes the concept of "the intrinsic
equality of humans” and its implications. While both Islamic and modern thought
emphasize that all humans are equal in terms of dignity and intrinsic human value, this
inherent equality cannot automatically be extended to necessitate equality in all acquisitive
domains. Individual differences in talent, effort, skill, and choices naturally lead to
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legitimate and just inequalities in social and economic spheres. Ignoring these acquired
differences and attempting to create absolute equality is not only impossible but also
constitutes an instance of injustice, as it conflicts with individuals' rights, entitlements, and
merits. The intrinsic equality of humans can only serve as a foundation for rejecting any
discrimination and inequality based on natural distinctions (such as race, color, or
ethnicity); however, it cannot be used as a criterion for distributing all societal benefits and
goods. In the final section, the article explains the specific functions of the principle of
equality within the framework of "political justice." In this domain, equality manifests in
various forms: (1) equality before the law, meaning the impartial enforcement of laws for
all individuals; (2) equality in political opportunities, meaning the creation of a fair
competition environment for all deserving individuals to assume positions. In these
instances, equality functions not as an ultimate goal, but as a tool for achieving distributive
and procedural justice. Political justice also requires addressing unjust inequalities arising
from the influence of economic and social powers, which can lead to the violation of
citizens' rights and political corruption. Ultimately, by challenging the notion of absolute
egalitarianism, the article concludes that equality in the political sphere should be
conceptualized and applied within the complex framework of political justice, taking into
account legitimate acquisitive differences. Any abstract analysis of equality, without
reference to justice, will be ineffective and misleading.

Keywords: Equality, political justice, social value, intrinsic human equality, just
inequality, discrimination, political power.
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Abstract

The main objective of this research is to examine and analyze the role and functions
of political patience as a fundamental moral virtue within the framework of ethical
governance from an Islamic perspective. Political patience, based on principles of
moderation and wisdom, serves as a key indicator in the exercise of power and political
interactions, clearly emphasizing the necessity of maintaining broad-mindedness, tolerance,
endurance of opposing views and positions, self-restraint, and avoidance of rancor. This
moral virtue ensures that in political action, the freedom, presence, and role of others are
recognized, and political interactions are shaped within the context of ethics, justice, and
prudence, ultimately leading to the strengthening of ideal governance and social cohesion.
The main question of this research is the examination of the functions of political patience
in ethical governance from an Islamic perspective. The question is how political patience,
with its inherent characteristics such as broad-mindedness, tolerance of opposition, and
self-restraint, can play a foundational and central role in ethical governance within an
Islamic system. Additionally, what broad impacts will it have on improving the quality of
power relations and interactions between the government, civil institutions, and citizens?
Furthermore, this research seeks to provide practical solutions and effective mechanisms
for institutionalizing this moral virtue within the pillars of governance and governance
processes, so that constructive political dialogue, tolerance of differences, and the
management of social conflicts can be more effectively improved, contributing to
sustainable political progress. The research method is descriptive-analytical, utilizing
Islamic sources, jurisprudential and political texts, with an ijtihad-based approach to
carefully examine key concepts such as patience, moderation, wisdom, and tolerance. This
method enables an in-depth and comparative analysis of these concepts with the realities
of governance in the Islamic system. The data has been extracted in a descriptive and
analytical manner from religious texts and analyzed based on both rational and textual
approaches. The result is that political patience, as a moral virtue, lays the groundwork
for strengthening rationality and wisdom at the societal level, enabling individuals and
institutions to rise above transient emotions and immediate emotional reactions. This ability

Cite this article: Seyed Bagheri, S.K. (2025). Political Patience and Its Functions in Islamic Ethical Governance. Political
science, 28(1), p. 27-50. https://doi.org/10.22081/psq.2025.71560.2981

Received: 2024-10-16 ; Revised: 2024-12-07 ; Accepted: 2025-01-19 ; Published online: 2025-04-09
© The Author(s). Article type: Research Article Publisher: Bagir al-Olum University

https://psq.bou.ac.ir/


mailto:sbaqeri86@yahoo.com
https://doi.org/10.22081/psq.2025.71560.2981
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4856-1726

28 | Political science, Vol. 28, No. 1, 2025

leads relationships among citizens with diverse views and orientations toward empathy,
logical discussions, and calming interactions, creating a space for greater understanding
and more active participation. Furthermore, political patience enhances the standing of the
political system in the eyes of the public and strengthens its legitimacy, as the acceptance
and respect for diverse viewpoints increases public trust and social cohesion. Additionally,
this virtue plays a crucial role in preventing violent, extremist behaviors and emotional
reactions, thus preventing social rifts and tensions. Together, these functions make political
patience one of the essential pillars for achieving ethical governance and sustainable
political development. The final conclusion is that political patience, as a moral virtue, is a
fundamental and foundational pillar of ethical governance in the Islamic system, and it is
essential that this virtue be institutionalized systematically, structurally, and sustainably
within the various branches of government. The formulation of a political patience charter
is a key requirement for achieving this goal. This charter would outline binding principles
for the tolerant behavior of government institutions, establish transparent and organized
processes for political dialogue and negotiation in both normal and crisis situations, set
regulatory rules for the patient conduct of political parties, media, and elites, and provide
effective enforcement mechanisms to combat extremist, radical, and political violence.
Additionally, it would create mechanisms for public oversight to monitor the commitment
of governing institutions to this virtue. Such a charter could serve as a suitable foundation
for fostering a culture of desirable governance, deepening political rationality, and
strengthening an environment of scientific and critical dialogue. It would also regulate the
relationships between the government, citizens, and civil institutions in a lawful, logical,
and compassionate manner, promoting public trust and widespread participation in political
and social processes. Ultimately, the institutionalization of political patience would guide
the political system toward dynamism, sustainable progress, and social cohesion. Thus,
political patience would not only act as a deterrent against rebellion, violence, and the
intolerance of politicians and the powerful, but also serve as a vital foundation for
achieving justice, positive interaction, and social empathy in the Islamic community,
playing a crucial role in solidifying the foundations of ethical governance and creating a
society characterized by welfare, peace, and political stability.

Keywords: Political patience, political ethics, ethical governance, moderation and
wisdom.
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Abstract

This article, titled "Examining the Capacities of Shiite Jurisprudence in the Field of
Legislation," addresses one of the most fundamental questions in the domain of political
jurisprudence and public law in Islamic societies. Given the established principle of the
exclusive legislative sovereignty of God in Islamic thought, and the belief that the Sharia
provides rulings for all events (“There is no even unless there is a ruling on it”), a
key question arises: Is the government in an Islamic system authorized to engage in
"legislation" in its modern sense, that is, the establishment of general and binding
regulations by competent authorities (such as the legislative branch)? In other words, does a
"vacuum" exist, a space free of Sharia rulings (mintaqat al-faragh), which the government
can fill with positive laws, or is the government's duty solely to implement the fixed rulings
of Sharia? This study, conducted using a descriptive-analytical approach and based on
reliable jurisprudential sources (up to the Constitutional Revolution), aims to identify and
clarify the historical background and latent capacities of Shiite jurisprudence in this area.
The results of the research revealed that, in this area, there are at least two major and
opposing views among Shiite jurists. The first view, rooted in a form of jurisprudential
caution, denies any legislative right for the government. Supporters of this view, who
became prominent during the Constitutional Revolution, argue that with the comprehensive
and complete Sharia of Islam, there is no need for a legislative body, and such an action
would be considered an innovation (bid ‘a) and an opening of a door to challenges against
religion. From the perspective of this group, the ruler's duty is solely to discover, announce,
and implement the divine rulings, and they cannot impose a ruling that the Sharia has not
established or make changes to existing rulings. The argument of al-Muhaqqiq al-Hill1 in
Shara’i* al-Islam, where he states that "the current Imam does not obligate what is not
obligatory"” is a clear example of this approach, which limits the ruler's powers to alter the
nature of Sharia rulings (such as converting a communal obligation into an individual one).

In contrast, the second view, which has a broader and deeper foundation in
jurisprudence, recognizes certain guardian-ship (wila 7)) governance powers for the ruler or
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government within the public sphere of society, grounding these powers in reliable
religious sources. This article, focusing on this perspective, identifies and analyzes the
jurisprudential capacities for legislation in several key areas:

- In discussions such as judiciary and jihad, jurists have extensively debated whether
the Imam or ruler can, by issuing a decree, convert a duty that is inherently recommended
or of communal obligation into an “individual obligatory” duty for a person or group.
While there is disagreement regarding the judiciary, on the matter of jihad, jurists almost
unanimously agree that, by the Imam's order, jihad becomes an individual obligation for
specific individuals. This indicates that the ruler, based on public interests, has the authority
to alter the status of a ruling in its implementation. This capacity can also be extended to
other cases, such as assuming positions within a just government or even an unjust one (to
preserve the interests of Muslims).

- In criminal jurisprudence, especially regarding crimes with optional punishments
(such as muharaba or waging war against God), or in the domain of ¢a zirat (discretionary
punishments), the authority to make decisions is entrusted to the ruler. The ruler’s
discretion in choosing from among punishments like execution, crucifixion, amputating
hands and feet, or exile for a muharib (one who wages war against God), or determining
the type and extent of punishment (flogging, imprisonment, or financial fines) in
discretionary crimes, based on the nature of the crime, the criminal, and the interests of
society, is a clear example of the right to legislate and establish a unified judicial procedure.
This authority allows the government to create codified laws in the realm of punishments,
preventing the dispersion of judicial opinions and the arbitrary preferences of judges.

- Throughout jurisprudence, issues such as anfal (public property), public assets, umiir
hisbiyya (matters necessary for society that the Sharia does not allow to be neglected),
peace with the enemy, and the treatment of prisoners of war, are all considered within the
powers of the ruler/government. Decision-making in these areas, which directly involve the
administration of society and public interests, inherently requires the establishment of
regulations and laws.

Ultimately, this research concludes that while some jurists, with a minimalistic view,
consider the government merely as the executor of Sharia, a review of all the powers
traditionally granted to the ruler (whether infallible or non-infallible) in classical
jurisprudence leads to the general principle that Shiite jurisprudence possesses sufficient
capacity to recognize the right of the government to legislate, albeit within a defined
domain (the public sphere) and based on a specific framework (public interests). These
powers provide a rich historical foundation for accepting the institution of modern
legislation within an Islamic system, even though there may be differing opinions regarding
the scope of this domain and the competent authority for enacting laws.

Keywords: Legislation, government, public sphere, sharia, Imami jurisprudence,
ruler’s authorities, Guardianship of the Jurist, mintaqat al-faragh.
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Abstract

In recent years, the process of normalizing diplomatic relations between the Zionist
regime and some Arab countries of the Persian Gulf, particularly the United Arab Emirates,
Bahrain, and to some extent Saudi Arabia, has become one of the most significant and
impactful geopolitical developments in the Middle East and the Persian Gulf region. These
developments, which particularly intensified after the signing of the agreements known as
the "Abraham Accords" in 2020, have led to substantial changes in the security order,
power balance, and alignment of regional alliances. The Islamic Republic of Iran, as one of
the key regional actors, views this process as a direct threat to its strategic, security, and
geopolitical interests. The primary objective of this research is to examine the impact of the
normalization of relations between lIsrael and the Persian Gulf Arab countries on the
foreign relations (particularly political and security relations) of the Islamic Republic of
Iran with the countries of the region. The research problem is defined as follows: What
impact has the normalization of relations between lIsrael and the Arab countries of the
Persian Gulf had on the orientations, behavioral patterns, and foreign policy approaches of
the Islamic Republic of Iran in its interactions with the countries of the region, particularly
its southern neighbors? In order to answer this question, the main hypothesis of the
research states that the normalization of relations between Israel and the Arab countries has
led to the disruption of the regional strategic balance in favor of Israel, an increased focus
by the Arab countries on security issues rather than economic cooperation with Iran, and
the strengthening of new security alliances involving Israel. This process is expected to
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weaken the regional position of the Islamic Republic of Iran.The methodology of this
research is qualitative and based on a descriptive-analytical approach. Data collection was
carried out through library sources, official documents, strategic analyses, think tank
reports, and academic articles. To analyze the data and explain the phenomenon under
study, the theoretical framework of the Copenhagen School of security studies was used.
This theoretical school focuses on the concept of “securitization," meaning how an actor
introduces a particular issue (in this case, Iran) as a security threat, thereby increasing the
legitimacy of its actions against it. Based on this theoretical framework, Iran has been
portrayed as a source of threat in the political and security discourse of some Arab states
and Israel, which has contributed to the intensification of its diplomatic isolation and the
increase of security pressures on the Islamic Republic of Iran. The findings of the research
indicate that, prior to the Gaza war on October 7, 2023, the process of normalizing relations
had led to increased security, intelligence, and military interactions between Israel and
certain Arab states, such as the UAE and Bahrain. These collaborations were organized
with the goal of countering common threats-one of which was considered to be Iran—and
were implicitly supported by the United States. As a result, Iran’s regional role and
influence in some Arab countries diminished, political and security alliances centered
around Arab states and Israel were formed, and diplomatic pressures against Iran increased.
Furthermore, the prospect of economic cooperation between Iran and some Persian Gulf
countries weakened, while these countries shifted their focus toward collaboration with
Israel in the areas of technology, cybersecurity, energy, and trade. However, the Gaza war
and the events following October 7, 2023, led to changes in this process. Hamas’s
extensive attack on Israel and the heavy military response from the regime provoked
outrage among the Arab world’s public opinion, prompting some Arab governments to halt
or slow down the formal normalization process in order to avoid internal pressure
and preserve their legitimacy. Nevertheless, it appears that behind-the-scenes security
cooperation continues. In response to these developments, the Islamic Republic of Iran has
intensified its efforts to strengthen its military capabilities, increase diplomatic interactions
with regional allies, and utilize hybrid warfare tools and multilateral diplomacy to counter
emerging threats. The final conclusion of the research indicates that the normalization of
relations between Israel and the Persian Gulf Arab countries, particularly in the period
before the Gaza war, led to a weakening of Iran’s regional position, a reduction in
diplomatic relations with some Arab states, and the formation of new anti-Iran security
blocs. Although the Gaza war led to a halt in the formal normalization process, the threats
to Iran did not decrease and, in fact, prompted a strategic review in the foreign policy of the
Islamic Republic of Iran. As a result, Iran has been compelled to expand its deterrence
doctrine, increase interactions with the axis of resistance, and make greater use of public
diplomacy and indirect resistance tools in order to withstand new security challenges and
redefine its regional influence.

Keywords: Normalization of relations, Israel, Persian Gulf Arab countries, Islamic
Republic of Iran, Copenhagen School, Gaza War.
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Abstract

The Shahnameh, the work of Abu al-Qasim Ferdowsi, is not merely a national epic or a
narrative of Iran's mythological history; it is a rich repository of the culture, history, and
especially the political and ethical thoughts of ancient Iran, which contains profound
religious, moral, and social functions. In the Iranian-Islamic intellectual tradition, politics
has always been deeply connected with ethical values, and Ferdowsi's Shahnameh is a clear
testament to this claim. However, many studies have examined Ferdowsi’s thought solely
from the perspective of ethical theorization or the literary expression of virtues and vices.
Therefore, the question arises: Did Ferdowsi in the Shahnameh merely outline the
theoretical value of ethics for rulers, or did he go further, seeking to provide a practical and
executable model for the realization of these values in governance? In other words, how
can the Shahnameh be seen as a practical guide for ethical governance? In this regard, this
research, using a descriptive-analytical method and relying on the text of the Shahnameh,
investigates the connection between ethics and politics in Ferdowsi's political thought. It
aims to answer the following questions: What concerns does Ferdowsi raise in advising
kings, and what ethical qualities does he enumerate for a wise ruler? Furthermore, how are
these practical models connected to the key concept of “divine glory" (Khvarenah), and
what political and ethical consequences can be derived from this connection? The main
hypothesis of the research is that Ferdowsi, by providing practical ethical models and
linking them to politics, considers legitimacy and political stability essential for ideal
governance, and he identifies deviation from this ethical path as the cause of the decline of
divine glory (Khvarenah) and the fall of a government. The findings show that Ferdowsi
views politics and governance as inseparable from ethics. He regards religion not only
as a moral guide for rulers but also as the foundation of the legitimacy and sustainability
of government. By emphasizing the concept of Khvarenah, he demonstrates that this
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legitimacy is not unconditional and is inextricably linked to the piety, wisdom, and justice
of the king. Deviation from this path, he suggests, means losing divine approval and,
consequently, the destabilization of the government’s foundations.

This article, through the analysis of mythological narratives, heroic epics, and the
advice given by kings, extracts practical models of ethical virtues. "Justice” and
"dissemination of justice™ are not merely virtues but political necessities and conditions for
the survival of a government. They elevate the king’s position in the eyes of the people and
strengthen the foundations of his rule. In contrast, injustice leads to the decay and
destruction of power, as depicted in the fate of Zahhak the accursed. "Wisdom" is also
viewed as the primary tool of statecraft, encompassing foresight, seeking counsel, and
crisis management, ensuring political stability and legitimacy. Its conflict with "desire"
reveals the destructive consequences of folly in governance. Additionally, other virtues
such as "caring for subordinates and the poor," "generosity (giving and charity)," "keeping
promises," and "truthfulness and honesty" each have specific political functions. People’s
care strengthens popular legitimacy, keeping promises serves as a tool for diplomacy and
war prevention, and truthfulness and honesty form the social capital and foundation of
public trust in the government. By depicting the tragic fates of tyrannical, unwise, and
faithless kings, Ferdowsi shows that these political immoralities directly lead to the loss of
Khvarenah (divine glory), the erosion of legitimacy, public dissatisfaction and rebellion,
and ultimately the collapse of the state. Therefore, Ferdowsi is not only an ethical theorist
but also a teacher of politics, presenting a practical guide that introduces ethical values
as fundamental principles of governance and as essential conditions for achieving and
maintaining legitimacy, stability, and the endurance of a government.

Keywords: Shahnameh, Ferdowsi, political ethics, governance model, political thought,
justice, wisdom.
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Abstract

This article provides a theoretical and in-depth analysis of the complex and
multifaceted relationship between the use of "social media” and the phenomenon of
"political protest." Its primary aim is to develop and present an integrated theoretical
framework that can coherently explain the mechanisms of this relationship. The authors, by
highlighting the transformation in the nature of protests in the contemporary era, argue that
protest actions have evolved from a marginal and deviant behavior to an integral part of
the conventional political participation process in modern societies. Therefore, one-
dimensional analytical approaches that rely solely on a specific theory are insufficient
in fully explaining this complex phenomenon. This research, by adopting a theoretical-
analytical approach and critically synthesizing academic texts, seeks to construct a
conceptual causal model that can systematically and multilayeredly explain how social
media influences protest actions. The theoretical foundation of this research is based on a
combination of key and established theories in the field of political sociology and social
movements. These theories include: the theory of relative deprivation, which focuses on the
perceived gap between individuals' expectations and their life realities; the resource
mobilization theory, which emphasizes the importance of organizing and gathering
material, human, and informational resources for collective action; the political opportunity
structure theory, which analyzes structural conditions, such as elite divisions or reduced
repression, as windows for protest; the framing theory, which highlights the crucial role of
the media in shaping public perceptions and highlighting injustices; the emotional
motivations theory, which examines the central role of emotions like anger, fear, hope, and
despair in motivating individuals to engage; and finally, the concept of political discontent,
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which sees a decline in trust toward government performance and governing institutions as
a precursor to public dissatisfaction.The main and innovative contribution of this article is
the presentation of a conceptual causal model that demonstrates how social media (as an
independent variable) can significantly increase the likelihood of protest actions (the
dependent variable) by simultaneously influencing several key intermediary variables. This
model identifies multiple pathways of influence. First, these platforms create a constant
space for social comparison by continuously displaying the lifestyles, successes, and
freedoms of others, thereby deepening and making more tangible the feeling of relative
deprivation and inequality among users. Second, by rapidly and widely disseminating
information such as videos of successful gatherings, news of security forces retreating,
or divisions among rulers, these platforms alter individuals' perceptions of political
opportunities, reducing the perceived risk and enhancing motivations for action. The third
pathway is online resource mobilization. Social media provides affordable, fast, and
efficient tools for coordination, disseminating details about gatherings, sharing security
instructions, and even attracting financial and human support, thereby overcoming classic
organizational barriers. Fourth, through media framing, these platforms highlight specific
narratives of corruption, discrimination, and inefficiency, giving them clear meaning and
thereby inflaming the sense of injustice within society. Fifth, constant exposure to critical
content and negative news increases feelings of hopelessness regarding the future and the
reformability of the system, reinforcing the belief that the current situation is intolerable
and that the only way to bring about change is through "protest.” Finally, the continuous
dissemination of public evidence and criticism regarding the performance of the
government and political institutions directly leads to the erosion of political satisfaction
and the weakening of the legitimacy of the ruling regime. The conclusion is that social
media are not the primary or root cause of protests; rather, they play a vital role as a
powerful accelerant. Metaphorically speaking, if deep social, economic, and political
grievances are the "dry wood" ready to ignite, social media can serve as the "fire" or spark
that sets this wood aflame. This integrated theoretical framework provides a conceptual
map for future empirical research, particularly in the context of Iran, to test and measure the
proposed causal relationships in a field-specific and precise manner.

Keywords: Social media, political protest, relative deprivation, political opportunity
structure, political satisfaction, media framing.
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Abstract

This article analyzes and explains the "technological transition in foreign policy,"”
focusing on a case study of the United Arab Emirates (UAE). It argues that smart and
purposeful governance of artificial intelligence (Al) has become a key tool for redefining
and enhancing the UAE's geopolitical role in both regional and global arenas. In an era
where emerging technologies, especially Al, are transforming fundamental concepts
of power, security, and diplomacy, the UAE, through a forward-looking approach and
strategic investments, has sought to transition from a traditional oil-based power to a
technological and influential actor in the new world order. The central question of the
research revolves around how Al governance and its mechanisms have impacted the UAE's
foreign policy and geopolitical position. The article's hypothesis posits that the strategic use
of Al and the creation of technological governance structures have led to an increase in soft
power, diplomatic influence, and the consolidation of the UAE's geopolitical position both
regionally and globally. This study, employing a qualitative approach and using strategic
content analysis, examines the UAE’s documents, policies, and actions in this domain.
The research findings indicate that the UAE’s strategy goes beyond purely economic
dimensions and domestic development, establishing a systematic connection between
artificial intelligence policies and foreign policy objectives. The country, through the
establishment of pioneering institutions such as the "Ministry of Artificial Intelligence"
(2017), the first of its kind globally, and the formulation of the "UAE National Artificial
Intelligence Strategy 2031," has defined a comprehensive framework to position itself
as a global hub in this field. This strategy is built on key pillars such as institutional
development, talent acquisition, data-driven infrastructure development, and the creation of
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an innovative ecosystem. Massive investments in technology companies like G42, which
recently attracted a $1.5 billion investment from Microsoft, as well as the development of
native large language models like Falcon, highlight the UAE’s efforts to shift from being a
consumer of technology to a producer and architect of the digital order. In the geopolitical
dimension, Al governance has enabled the UAE to employ "technological diplomacy" as
one of the key pillars of its foreign policy. By hosting global technology giants, offering its
Al models as open-source, and striving to play a role in global regulatory frameworks, the
UAE positions itself as a responsible and leading player in the technology field. These
actions have significantly strengthened the country's "soft power" and helped brand it as a
modern, innovative, and forward-thinking state. The article shows that the UAE is engaged
in an "intelligent balancing game" between the major technology powers, namely the
United States and China. While it welcomes collaboration with American companies like
Microsoft and OpenAll, it seeks to avoid complete dependence on any single power and
diversifies its technological relationships. This opportunistic approach allows the UAE to
define an independent and key position for itself in the global geopolitical competition.
From a power perspective, artificial intelligence is becoming a new component alongside
military and economic power. The UAE, by integrating advanced technologies into
its defense and security structures—evident in its technological collaborations with
Israel following the "Abraham Accords"—is also strengthening its "hard power." This
technological transition is not merely a choice but a strategic necessity for survival and
influence in the 21st century. Recognizing this reality, the UAE has successfully employed
Al as a tool to increase strategic independence, create sustainable economic advantages,
and redefine its role as a small but influential power in regional and global equations.
Ultimately, the article concludes that the UAE’s model of integrating Al governance with
foreign policy objectives is a successful example of how small and medium-sized states can
use technology to overcome traditional geopolitical constraints and play a role beyond their
conventional weight in the international system. This model can serve as a template for
other developing countries seeking to take a more active role in shaping the future global
order.

Keywords: UAE, artificial intelligence, technological governance, foreign policy,
geopolitics, technological transition, soft power, technological diplomacy.
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Abstract

The issue of language, as a central topic in 20th-century philosophical and political
thought, has not been thoroughly explored, despite its potential for discussion in the ideas
of some Muslim thinkers. However, this topic is extensively addressed in the works of
Abu Hamid Muhammad ibn Muhammad al-Ghazali. The lack of study on the nature of
language and its relation to politics in Islamic sources may suggest a deficiency in Muslim
intellectual engagement with contemporary human sciences. Therefore, the main objective
of this research is to expand the scope of linguistic studies in the thought of Muslim
thinkers by examining the nature of language and its relationship with politics in the
views of Abu Hamid al-Ghazali. Al-Ghazali engaged with various disciplines such as
jurisprudence, politics, ethics, logic, and exegesis, and in all of these, “language" is a
significant subject. Furthermore, al-Ghazali’s Ash'arite background and his views on
reason, along with his belief in the dependence of language on reason, as well as his
reformist approach and political-social concerns, make the nature of language and its
connection to politics a problematic issue in his thought. Al-Ghazali’s Ash'ari leanings and
his anti-philosophical tendencies, which in turn lead to his secondary view of reason, raise
questions about whether language in al-Ghazali’s thought, which considers it dependent on
reason, holds a defining position or is merely a passive tool. What impact does al-Ghazali’s
serious attention to politics and his reliance on expression and discourse in political thought
have on the role of language? In this article, we initially hypothesize that al-Ghazali's
anti-philosophical tendencies have diminished the role of reason in his thought, and
consequently, language in his philosophy will be merely a rhetorical tool. To examine this
hypothesis, we employ a text-centered interpretive approach and a deep analysis of
al-Ghazali's works, considering the context and time in which he lived, using documentary
and library-based methods. First, we explore the conceptualization of the nature of
language, reason, and politics in al-Ghazali’s thought, and then, based on his definition of
politics, we reach the conclusion that the initial hypothesis needs to be revised. The result is
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that the interdependent relationship between language and politics in al-Ghazali's thought
leads to the revival of thinking and reasoning, despite the diminished position of theoretical
reason in his philosophy. Al-Ghazali's rejection of philosophy does not signify a rejection
of reason. The social, guiding, and reformative aspects of language in his thought, while
unlikely to revive theoretical reason, nonetheless preserve reasoning and thought in total.
This "social language" prevents al-Ghazali’s deviation from theoretical reason from
resulting in the passivity of thought. The connection between ethics and politics in al-
Ghazali's thought further reinforces this conclusion. Al-Ghazali sought to reform society
not through retreat into solitude, but by emphasizing the principles of enjoining good and
forbidding wrong, which illustrates the interconnectedness of ethics and politics. In other
words, ethics cannot manifest without society and politics, and society and politics devoid
of ethics lead to decadence. The emergence and realization of ethics, however, occur
through "language"—that is, guidance, debate, and enjoining good and forbidding wrong,
all based on the assumption of the dignity of the "art of politics" and its essential role in
guiding society. Therefore, politics makes possible the expression and manifestation of
ethical language and discourse, which, in turn, stimulates thought. The final conclusion is
that al-Ghazali's concern with societal reform, and consequently his attention to the social
and political functions of language, leads to an iterative relationship between ethics,
thought, and language. This also allows for the emergence of reflective politics aimed at
educating and reforming society. Al-Ghazali’s view of the social and political realms of
language—such as warning, debate, and enjoining good and forbidding wrong—has a
distinctly religious character, serving the promotion of beliefs and societal reform.
However, in these contexts, al-Ghazali’s language is conciliatory—contrasting with the
harsh and disdainful tone found in his Tahafut al-Falasifa—and empathetic toward the
"Other." His argumentative approach, particularly in these central discussions, is based on
the assumption that the individual possesses reason and understanding. This reflects the
intellectual stimulation that arises when engaging with social and political issues. The
concept of education and the use of language equipped with ethics and thought for societal
reform is incompatible with a belief in determinism. All of these events stem from the
political and social concerns of the thinker. Ultimately, al-Ghazali’s politics, based on an
ethical and educational language, fosters the flourishing of thought, softens determinism,
facilitates moral interaction among individuals in society, and promotes balance and
harmony, thus strengthening social cohesion.

Keywords: Al-Ghazali, language, theoretical reason, politics, determinism.
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