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Abstract

The primary objective of this article is to examine and critique the reductionist
approach of Cemil Aydin in his book The Idea of the Muslim World—an approach that
considers the formation of the concept of "Muslim World" merely as a modern political
phenomenon, attributing it to imperialist and Pan-Islamist discourses of the nineteenth
century. The present article argues that Aydin's analysis, despite its historical and post-
colonial significance, due to its excessive focus on the political and modern dimensions of
Islamic identity, neglects understanding the historical, cultural, and spiritual continuity of
ties among Muslim societies. The author endeavors to conceptually distinguish between
two levels—the "civilizational and spiritual truth of the Ummah" and the "political and
institutional reality of the Muslim World"—separating the existential truth of the Ummah
from the political construct of states, and emphasizing its enduring and historical existence.
According to Cemil Aydin's argument, no comprehensive political unity existed in the
Muslim World prior to the nineteenth century, and therefore the concept of "Ummah™ or
"Muslim World" is a product of political reactions during the era of Western imperialism.
In contrast to this view, the present article is grounded in a civilizational-ontological
foundation that conceives of the Islamic Ummah not as a political union, but as a "spiritual
and cultural community” within a historical context; a community whose truth is defined
through spiritual bonds (faith in God and the Prophet), shared rituals (particularly Hajj), the
language of revelation (Arabic), and transnational scholarly and intellectual networks of
scholars. Thus, the "Muslim World" is not an artificial phenomenon, but a living and
historical reality that has coalesced around the Quran, the Sunnah, and the culture derived
from them. Thus, the central question of this article is whether the concept of the "Muslim
World" is merely a political product of the modern era and a reaction to colonialism, or
whether it originates from an ancient civilizational and cultural truth that has persisted from
the beginning of Islam to the present. From this question, several sub-questions arise: What
is the distinction between "Ummah as a spiritual truth™ and "Muslim World as a political
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crystallization"? Then, given this truth and historical continuity, why is the contemporary
Islamic Ummah ineffective in political and civilizational action, and what are the structural,
psychological, and civilizational factors behind this rupture in the Muslim World? The
research method in this article will be critical-comparative analysis. Subsequently, by
employing the method of "Textual-Discursive Analysis," a reading of Aydin's book
The Idea of the Muslim World will be presented. Then, using "Comparative Conceptual
Analysis,” Aydin's views will be compared with the opinions of Muslim thinkers and
civilizational Islamologists such as Marshall Hodgson, Hussein Nasr, Abdolhossein
Zarrinkoub, and Lovat Bomer. Finally, through the approach of "Dual-Level Analysis," we
establish a distinction between two levels of analysis—culture-faith on one hand and
politics-structure on the other—to explain the relationship between religious culture and
institutional reality. The first conclusion of the article is that Aydin's approach suffers from
historical reductionism, as it ignores the distinction between the "political Muslim World"
and the "spiritual-cultural Ummah." He denies the social solidarity of pre-modern Muslims
due to the absence of political unity, whereas fundamental spiritual, jurisprudential,
linguistic (Arabic), and Sufi bonds had created a powerful network of shared identity
among Muslims. Another finding is that in the medieval centuries of Islam, contrary to
Aydin's assumption, civilizational-worldview elements—such as centers of learning
(Baghdad, Nishapur, Cordoba), ritual practices (Hajj), and cultural and commercial
exchanges between East and West—had created powerful "transnational™ structures that
are today referred to as "Islamic Civilization." Moreover, Aydin's analysis, with its "top-
down" historiography and focus on political elites, overlooks the collective awareness of
ordinary Muslim people, whereas the lived experience of the Ummah in the bazaar,
mosque, and Sufi lodge has played a central role in the continuity of Islamic identity. The
fourth point concerns Aydin's mode of thinking, which has secularized his method,
reducing religion to a political instrument, and disregarding the internal forces of faith and
revelation as identity-generating elements. The next conclusion is that ethnic, linguistic,
and cultural diversity in Islamic societies, contrary to Aydin's perception, is not a sign of
rupture but an expression of plurality within civilizational unity. The final finding is that
the contemporary Muslim World, though politically pluralistic and fragmented, still
possesses civilizational and spiritual unity that persists in the Quran, the Sunnah, and the
historical memory of Muslims.

Nevertheless, this article identifies two fundamental contemporary obstacles to the
actualization of the Islamic Ummah:

1) Structural-Importation Obstacle: The Westphalian nation-state system imposed
on the Muslim World following the collapse of the Ottoman Caliphate has severely
weakened the identity structure of the "Ummah," replacing the "interest of the Ummah"
with the logic of "national interests." This system has fragmented the natural forms of
connection among Muslims and confined Muslim World politics within the framework of
rival states;

2) Psychological-Civilizational Obstacle: Two internal states of "weakness" and
"“fear"—fear of one's own incapacity and fear of the enemy's grandeur—have paralyzed the
historical will of theummah. As articulated by the Martyr Leader of the Islamic Revolution
of Iran, Western civilization rules more through its "grandeur” than through wealth and

https://psq.bou.ac.ir/
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weapons. Until this fear of self and of the enemy is removed, the Islamic Ummah will not
achieve civilizational reconstruction.

The final conclusion is that Aydin's theory is based on a conceptual misunderstanding
between cultural identity and political institution. The Muslim World has never been
merely a modern construct, but has, based on the internal logic of faith and culture,
sustained a "living cultural totality” from the early centuries of Islam to the present;
therefore, the non-realization of political unity in the Muslim World does not indicate its
absence, and thus the current ineffectiveness of the Ummah in confronting crises such as
Palestine stems from the structural conflict between the logic of the nation-state and the
logic of the Ummah, not from an absence of identity. The solution lies not in "constructing"
a new identity, but in the "existential retrieval” of the Ummah through returning to the
Quran, redefining the relationship between state and Ummah, and removing the two great
fears (fear of self and fear of the enemy).

Keywords: Muslim World, Islamic Ummah, Islamic Civilization, Constructed ldentity,
Fear, Cemil Aydin.
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Abstract

The present article aims to examine people’s place in Mulla Sadra’s philosophical
system. An examination of this issue, particularly in terms of Transcendent Philosophy and
Mulla Sadra’s major work al-Asfar al-Arba ‘a, is of major importance in Islamic political
philosophy. The central question of this research highlights people’s fundamental role in
Transcendent political philosophy and how it relates to the human development within the
four intellectual journeys. The main assumption of the present study is that people have a
central role not only as subjects of governance but also as active political components of
the process of individual and social existential development or perfection. Employing the
analytical-exegetical method and analyzing and dissecting the texts written by philosophers
within the tradition of Transcendent Philosophy, this research examines the keyp concepts
of people’s place and its relationship to al-Asfar al-Arba‘a (the four journeys). In
this analysis, we seek to indicate the deeper sense of “people” and its close tie to the
Transcendent Philosophy. A closer scrutiny of the views of Mulla Sadra and other
philosophers within the tradition of Transcendent Philosophy helps us to present a
theoretical framework to understand the mutual relationship and the system of Islamic
governance. This research, by drawing upon the original texts of the philosophers of
Transcendent Philosophy, analyzes the position of the people from three distinct yet
interrelated perspectives: the ontological (creation as divine manifestations), the sociological
(Naas as an organic and responsible totality), and the political (jumhir as the foundation of
the political system's legitimacy). The findings demonstrate that the analysis of al-Asfar
al-Arba ‘a (The Four Journeys) — serving as the roadmap for this evolution — confirms
that the spiritual traveler's path begins from creation (khalg), and through the acquisition
of knowledge and spiritual elevation, returns toward creation. This existential cycle
emphasizes social responsibility, political participation, and service to the people as the
ultimate end of practical wisdom. At the ontological level, the people are regarded as the
manifestations of the Divine Names and the phenomena of existential grace, such that any
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oppression against them constitutes a violation of the Divine purpose. In the sociological
dimension, Naas (the people) is interpreted as an organic totality possessing a collective
identity, whose well-being depends upon justice and harmony among its constituent parts.
In the political domain, the theory of legitimacy in Transcendent Philosophy is a synthesis
of Divine legitimacy and popular acceptance, whereby the jumhir (the public)—as a
collection of rational, active, and responsible individuals—is considered the foundation of
the political system's legitimacy. One of the significant conclusions of this article is that
governmental legitimacy in this intellectual system is contingent upon the conscious
accompaniment and consent of the people (Divine-popular legitimacy) and the realization
of justice as the manifestation of Divine equity. This perspective elevates the concept of
politics from the mere management of power to an existential dimension, presenting an
innovative model of religious democracy in which the people are the principal actors and
agents of social evolution. This model can serve as a suitable theoretical foundation for
governance in contemporary Islamic societies. The analysis of the people's position in
Mulla Sadra's Transcendent Philosophy demonstrates that this philosophical system,
moving beyond an individualistic perspective, interprets society as an organic and
collective existential totality. In this paradigm, any political endeavor that results in neglect
of the people's central position is not merely incomplete but fundamentally devoid
of meaning and legitimacy. This theoretical framework, drawing upon its ontological
foundations, offers a fundamental response to contemporary challenges — from
environmental destruction to class divisions — for it emphasizes the shared responsibility
of humans in light of existential unity. In the philosophical system of Transcendent
Philosophy, the people are considered at three distinct yet interconnected analytical levels,
as outlined above. This analytical triad outlines a model of governance that believes in the
Divine will while also respecting the free choice of the people. The analysis of al-Asfar al-
Arba‘a further demonstrates that the evolutionary path of the human being in this
intellectual system is a cyclical journey that begins from the people and ultimately returns
to the people once more. This framework presents a comprehensive model for the reform
of the individual and society, in which the first journey is the crossing of material
appearances; the second journey is the comprehension of the existential unity of society;
the third journey is the return for the realization of social justice; and the fourth journey is
service to the people as the ultimate end of practical wisdom and politics from the
perspective of Transcendent Philosophy. In sum, Transcendent Philosophy, by elevating
politics from the level of power-seeking to an existential dimension, presents an innovative
model in which service to the people is considered tantamount to Divine worship. This
perspective can serve as a suitable theoretical foundation for governance in contemporary
Islamic societies. With such an outlook, religious democracy in this view is not an imitation
of Western models, but rather an outcome of the authentic foundations of Islamic political
philosophy that believes in the Divine will while also respecting the free choice of the
people.

Keywords: Transcendent Philosophy, al-Asfar al-Arba‘a, People, Creation (Khalg),
The People (Nas), The Public (Jumhir), Religious Democracy.
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Abstract

This study challenges the dominant "biographical rupture” paradigm in scholarship on
Sayyid Qutb (1906-1966), which conventionally divides his intellectual trajectory into two
discontinuous phases: a secular literary period and an Islamist ideological period. Contra
this prevailing interpretation, the research advances the “epistemological continuity”
hypothesis, arguing that Qutb's political Islamism represents not a categorical break
from his literary past, but rather a profound reconfiguration of his romantic literary ethos
within an Islamic ideological framework. Drawing on Isaiah Berlin's theory of political
romanticism, the study demonstrates that three core principles of romantic ethics—the
primacy of emotion over reason, the quest for absolute perfection, and the critique of
materialist modernity—were systematically reproduced throughout Qutb's intellectual
evolution from his literary period through his jihadist ideology. The analytical framework
rests on two key theoretical constructs. First, the concept of "existential problem”
(al-masala al-wujudiyya) refers to the constellation of fundamental questions and
preoccupations concerning existence that constitute the stable core of an individual's
thought. For Qutb, this existential problem centered on the limitations of the material world
and the search for transcendent spiritual meaning through non-rational domains. Second,
"social circles” (halaqat mu'asharatiyya) denotes the social-cultural spaces—cafés, literary
journals, salons—that provide the material conditions for intellectual formation and
transformation. The study argues that while external factors such as Qutb's American
experience (1948-1950) and prison torture (1954-1966) served as catalysts, his
radicalization was fundamentally the product of an internal evolutionary process rooted in
the epistemological structure established during his romantic literary phase .The research
employs a multi-layered methodological approach combining intellectual biography,
textual analysis, and theoretical application. The primary sources comprise Qutb's complete
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corpus across all periods: early literary works including Tifl min al-Qarya (A Child from
the Village) and Kutub wa-Shakhsiyyat (Books and Personalities) from the 1930s;
transitional works such as al-Taswir al-Fanni fi al-Qur'an (Artistic Imagery in the Qur'an,
1945); mid-period texts including al-'Adala al-Ijtima'iyya fi al-Islam (Social Justice in
Islam, 1949) and Ma'rakat al-Islam wa-al-Ra'smaliyya (The Battle between Islam and
Capitalism, 1951); and his radical prison writings, particularly F1 Zilal al-Qur'an (In the
Shade of the Qur'an) and Ma'alim fi al-Tariq (Milestones, 1964) .The analytical method
involves systematic chronological examination of conceptual evolution, tracing how
specific romantic principles manifest across different intellectual phases. Particular
attention is devoted to textual markers of epistemological continuity—recurring metaphors,
persistent conceptual frameworks, and stable cognitive structures—that transcend apparent
thematic shifts. The study critically engages with existing scholarship, particularly Giedre
Sabaseviciiité's intellectual biography (2021), James Toth's work on radicalization (2013),
and William Shepard's analysis of jahiliyya doctrine (2003), while identifying their
limitations in recognizing structural continuity .Berlin's theory of political romanticism
provides the interpretive lens, specifically his identification of romanticism as a
philosophical-political ethics rather than merely a literary movement. Berlin's three core
romantic principles—privileging emotion over reason, seeking absolute perfection, and
rejecting materialist modernity—are operationalized as analytical categories for tracking
conceptual persistence across Quth's writings. This theoretical framework enables the study
to demonstrate how romantic cognitive structures can be “translated" into political-
theological idioms without fundamental alteration of their underlying logic.

- Phase One: Pure Literary Romanticism (1930-1939)

Analysis of Qutb's early literary criticism reveals the formation of a distinctly romantic
epistemology. In Tifl min al-Qarya, Qutb presents childhood in dialectical tension between
traditional and modern elements, employing nostalgia not as mere sentimentality but as
identity construction against Western cultural invasion and urban rootlessness. His literary
criticism consistently privileges imagination as an instrument of cognition superior to
rational analysis, characterizing modern rationality as "cold and soulless." This represents
Berlin's first principle: emotion's primacy over reason. Qutb's association with the Diwan
School and the Apollo Group embedded him in Egypt's romantic literary revival, where the
search for "indigenous modernity" rooted in Egyptian-Arab culture provided the immediate
intellectual context .Significantly, the study establishes that Qutb's “existential problem"
crystallized during this period around the limitations of material existence and the quest for
spiritual transcendence through non-rational domains. This core preoccupation would
remain constant even as the means of pursuing it transformed from poetry to Qur'anic
interpretation to revolutionary ideology.

- Phase Two: Islam through Literary Eye (1940-1948)

The critical finding here is that Qutb's turn to Islam represented not rupture but
continuation through new means. In al-Taswir al-Fanni fT al-Qur'an, Qutb develops a theory
of Qur'anic inimitability (i'jaz) based not on linguistic or logical criteria but on "harmony
between Quranic language and the human emotional apparatus.” This reproduces his
romantic principle of emotion's primacy, now transposed into religious exegesis. Qutb
explicitly rejected his mentors' commitment to rationality as the foundation of Egyptian
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cultural modernity, instead positing that the emotional realm provides the linkage between
humans and the divine .His concept of “artistic imagery" (taswir fanni) as the Qur'an's
defining characteristic represents the systematic application of romantic aesthetics to
scriptural interpretation. Qutb argues that Qur'an comprehension requires recovering
the original "aesthetic experience” that early Arab audiences underwent, stripping away
accumulated layers of lexical, grammatical, jurisprudential, and historical commentary
to access the text's emotional-artistic dimensions. This methodology, which privileges
"intuitive understanding” and "emotional experience” over rational analysis, directly
continues his romantic literary criticism in religious form.

- Phase Three: Civilizational Thought (1948-1954)

Qutb's American sojourn (1948-1950) intensified rather than initiated his critique of
materialist modernity. His letters to al-Risala magazine portrayed American society as
dominated by materialism, extreme individualism, and spiritual bankruptcy precisely the
critique of modern civilization already present in his 1930s romanticism, now systematized
and radicalized. The assassination of Hasan al-Banna (February 1949) during Qutb's
American stay, combined with his encounter with British orientalist Heyworth-Dunne,
crystallized his anti-colonial and anti-Western theoretical framework .Al-'Adala
al-Ijtima'iyya fi al-Islam (1949) marks Qutb's transition from civilization critic to Islamic
civilizational theorist, presenting Islam as manhaj li-al-hayat (a comprehensive life system).
Crucially, the study identifies explicit takfirT elements in this pre-imprisonment text: Qutb
declares "we see no trace of this Islamic religion™ and "Islam does not exist and requires re-
establishment,” citing Qur'an 5:44 to argue that societies ruling by non-divine law are in a
state of disbelief regardless of nominal Muslim identity. This establishes that Qutb's radical
ideas preceded external traumatic catalysts by at least five years, supporting the “internal
evolution” thesis.

- Phase Four: Prison Radicalization (1954-1966)

The twelve-year imprisonment period witnessed not transformation but culmination.
Ma'alim f1 al-Tariq systematizes earlier ideas into revolutionary praxis. The doctrine of
universal jahiliyya (al-dlam kulluhu fi jahiliyya the entire world exists in ignorance)
divides reality into absolute binaries: dar al-Islam (which does not yet exist) versus dar
al-jahiliyya (encompassing all contemporary societies). The principle al-hukm bi-ghayr
ma anzala Allah (ruling by other than God's revelation) becomes the sole criterion
distinguishing Islam from unbelief, mandating armed struggle (jihad) against all existing
governments .The study's critical insight is that Ma'alim reproduces romantic principles in
jihadist form: the quest for absolute perfection now appears as the "complete Islamic
society”; critique of materialist modernity becomes total rejection of contemporary
civilization; primacy of emotion manifests as “revolutionary faith” and "love of
martyrdom.” Qutb explicitly states that societal transformation requires "passionate
revolutionaries™ acting on deep faith rather than rational calculation a direct continuation of
romantic epistemology.

The Neglected Factor: Internal Evolution

Drawing on Hilmi al-Nimnim's Sayyid Qutb: Sirat al-Tahawwulat (2014), the study
establishes that Qutb's takfirT thought emerged not from Nasserist torture but from gradual
intellectual development beginning in the early 1940s. Textual analysis reveals the
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progression: Al-'Adala al-Ijtimd'iyya (1949) contains explicit takfir of contemporary
Muslim societies; Ma'rakat al-Islam wa-al-Ra'smaliyya (1951) employs violent rhetoric
against opponents; Al-Salam al-'Alami wa-al-Islam (1951) explicitly mandates jihad
against rulers not implementing sharTa, passages so extreme that the Muslim Brotherhood
deleted two pages from subsequent editions .This chronological progression demonstrates
that Quth's motivations were internal and self-generating, rooted in his epistemological
structure, with external factors serving merely as catalysts that intensified pre-existing
tendencies rather than creating them. His childhood exposure to Sufi texts and superstitious
practices cultivated critical disposition toward official Islam; his literary training developed
holistic social vision and powerful expressive capacity both evident in his treatment of
Quran as comprehensive political-social system rather than purely religious text.This
research fundamentally reconceptualizes Qutb's intellectual trajectory by demonstrating
that his political Islamism constitutes "politicized romanticism" rather than biographical
rupture. The three romantic principles identified by Berlin emotion's primacy, absolute
perfection-seeking, and materialist modernity's critique persisted throughout Qutb's
evolution, reproduced in successively more radical forms: from aesthetic experience to
Quranic exegesis to civilizational theory to jihadist ideology. His "existential problem"
transcending material limitations through non-rational domains remained constant while
the realization instrument transformed from poetry to Islamic society-building to armed
struggle .The study's fundamental discovery concerns the decisive role of "internal
intellectual evolution” in Qutb's radicalization. Contrary to conventional explanations
attributing his extremism to external trauma (American experience, prison torture), textual
evidence establishes that core radical concepts (jahiliyya, divine sovereignty, societal
takfir) appeared in his writings years before these experiences. This proves his radicalism
was not reactive but represented the gradual realization of a stable epistemological structure
rooted in literary romanticism. External factors functioned as catalysts accelerating
pre-existing trajectories rather than initiating new directions .This reconceptualization
carries profound implications for Islamic studies: contemporary radicalism cannot be
explained solely through political-social factors but requires excavation of philosophical-
literary foundations. Qutb's legacy must be understood not as a collection of reactions to
external circumstances but as the progressive actualization of a consistent epistemological
architecture that began in literary romanticism and culminated in jihadist ideology. The
"epistemological continuity" framework provides a novel approach for understanding the
complexities of Qutb's thought and critically reassessing Islamist movements' intellectual
history, eschewing generalization for textual specificity that reveals the deepest layers of
his intellectual transformation. This methodology demonstrates how cognitive structures
formed in one domain (aesthetic romanticism) can be systematically transposed into
radically different domains (political theology) while maintaining fundamental logical
architecture a pattern with broader applicability for understanding ideological radicalization
processes.

Keywords: epistemological continuity, existential problematic, Romantic literary
ethos, modern jahiliyya, critique of rationalism.
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Abstract

The primary objective of this article is to provide an analytical review and critique of
the book Justice, Women, Gender authored by Fariba Alavand. The issue of gender justice
constitutes one of the most complex and significant topics in the field of women's studies,
possessing an inseparable connection with the distribution of power, opportunities, and
social rights. The author of the book has endeavored to present a theoretical and practical
framework based on Islamic teachings for achieving justice between the two sexes by
critiquing Western feminist and liberal approaches. However, the present article has been
written with the aim of clarifying conceptual and theoretical boundaries within the domain
of gender justice studies to demonstrate that, despite the author's valuable efforts and use
of primary sources, the book's approach suffers from theoretical distortions, conceptual
reductionism, and methodological inconsistencies. The critic attempts to illuminate the
theoretical weaknesses and gaps in this work by meticulously examining the book's claims
regarding the definition of justice, the semantics of the term "gender," its criteria, as well as
the relationship between religious rulings (ahkam) and justice, thereby drawing a clearer
horizon for explaining the justice of Islamic rulings related to women. The article employs
an "analytical-critical" method. To evaluate the book's claims, the author has utilized a
document review approach and content analysis of texts. In this regard, the formal structure
and logical organization of the book's topics were first assessed. Subsequently, the critic
conducted a comparative study by directly referring to authoritative Shi‘a jurisprudential
and hadith texts and other library sources (to trace the general and specific meanings of
justice and to examine whether justice serves as the criterion in religious rulings), as well as
international and English-language documents (to evaluate the author's claims regarding
the universal application of the term "gender justice™). In this process, the critic
decomposed the book's arguments into premises and conclusions, employing logical
principles and the rules of Usul al-Figh (Principles of Jurisprudence) to assess the validity
of these propositions, thereby demonstrating whether the author's inferences possess the
necessary scholarly support. The results of this critical examination reveal six fundamental
challenges in the book. First, formal defects and stylistic weight that impede understanding
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of the logical coherence of the discussions. Second, the reduction of the definition of justice
to the specific meaning of “granting rights" and neglect of the general meaning of "placing
things in their proper place,” which has caused the author to experience confusion and
contradiction in analyzing justice as a macro-policy tool (sais am). Third, the book's
resolute opposition to the term “gender justice" and its proposal of "justice between women
and men" as an alternative. The article demonstrates that the book's claim regarding
global consensus on the feminist meaning of this term is invalid due to opposition from
international documents and other sources that emphasize only gender equality; moreover,
changing the wording does not resolve the paradigmatic confrontation. Fourth, the book
introduces "gender" as the criterion for feminist justice, whereas gender is the subject of
their discussion, and the criterion in their views is merely "absolute equality"; moreover,
gender, due to its evolutionary nature, fundamentally lacks the capacity to serve as
a criterion—a point which feminists themselves do not explicitly acknowledge. Fifth,
severing the connection between individual religious rulings and the concept of justice: the
author of the book maintains that since the word "justice™ is not explicitly used in the
hadiths related to women's issues, justice is therefore not the criterion for each of these
rulings. The article proves that the governing spirit of the hadiths is the realization of justice
in its general sense, even if the word "justice” is not employed in them. Sixth and most
importantly, the book's reliance on a "doctrinal submission" (gharayeh ta'abbodi) approach
in dealing with women's jurisprudential issues; whereas it appears that one cannot, in the
face of differential rulings for women and men, rely solely on submission and equating
jurisprudential verdicts with divine revelation, for this approach deprives society of the
possibility of perceiving justice and blocks the path of critical thinking. Despite its concern
for defending the domain of Islamic rulings, the book Justice, Women, Gender has failed to
present a comprehensive theory in the field of gender justice due to its reliance on narrow
definitions of justice, incomplete analyses of international concepts, and resort to Ash'ari-
style approaches in justifying rulings. Denying commonly used terminology and resorting
to submission in matters directly related to women's social rights and status will not address
the challenges facing contemporary humanity. The article emphasizes that religious texts
and explicit scriptures are indicators of revelation, but revelation itself is not directly
accessible to us; therefore, the fundamental strategy for resolving existing conflicts in the
field of women's issues is not to erase the problem and call for unconditional obedience,
but rather requires updating the methods of jurisprudential knowledge, recognizing the
authority of independent reason in understanding the criteria of rulings, and engaging in
methodical and ijtihad-based reflection on religious sources in order to enable the true spirit
of Islamic justice to be implemented within the framework of women's legal rights.

Keywords: Gender justice, gender equality, gender, women's issues.
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Abstract

The aim of this research is to examine the priority of maximum participation over the
election of the most qualified candidate in the elections of the Islamic Republic of Iran,
based on an official source, namely the statements of the late Leader of the Revolution,
Ayatollah Khameneit. Accordingly, first, the correctness of this priority in his statements
was assessed, and after proving the validity of this claim as attributable to him, the reasons
and logic behind this perspective were explored. As a result of this research, the rationality
of this claim was proven, and policymaking in accordance with such a discourse requires
promotion and attention. In humanities research, relying on a single method challenges the
assessment of error margins and the justification of a claim's validity, whereas combining
quantitative and qualitative methods is highly effective in proving the validity of a theory
and minimizing biases and other criticized factors affecting a claim. In this regard, this
research, by appending quantitative and qualitative methods, seeks to maximize the validity
of the claim regarding the discursive priority of maximum participation over the election of
the most qualified candidate in Ayatollah Khamenei's thought. For this purpose, first,
relying on a quantitative method and evaluating his statements between the years 2009 and
2025—which have been eventful years—the temporariness of this priority in his theory has
been refuted, and it has been demonstrated that his consistent discourse is the precedence of
maximum participation over the election of the most qualified candidate. In the next stage,
the reasons for this priority and the logic behind it are discussed, explored using a
qualitative method within the theoretical framework of Beetham's theory of legitimacy and
in light of the idea of religious democracy. According to Beetham's theory of legitimacy,
the legitimacy of a political system is not merely based on its efficiency and legality; rather,
the main pillar of legitimacy is the people, whose conscious and continuous participation
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and informed approval of a political system's policies must also be considered in the
legitimacy of the political system. The manifestation of this conscious presence and
popular approval is in the political participation of the people and their presence in
elections. Furthermore, this participation and the election of the most qualified candidate
are understood in light of the theory of religious democracy, which both recognizes the
people's right to political participation and to elect the most qualified candidate, and, based
on religious injunctions, imposes a duty and obligation upon them towards the Islamic
system to participate in elections. In this respect, the nature of political participation in the
Islamic Republic differs from that in other political systems.

Based on the above mixed method, the following results were obtained:

1) The correctness of the claim regarding the priority of maximum participation over
the election of the most qualified candidate in Ayatollah Khamenei's thought.

2) The non-temporariness of the priority of maximum participation over the election of
the most qualified candidate in Ayatollah Khamenei's thought.

3) Maximum participation is a necessary condition for the legitimacy of a political
system, whereas the election of the most qualified candidate is a condition for perfection.

4) The basis for the priority of maximum participation over the election of the most
qualified candidate in his thought arises from: - The precedence of security concerns over
economic and political efficiency. - The precedence of religious and national duty over
rational duty. - The precedence of a demonstrative and symbolic strategy of national power
over better performance and greater efficiency.

The priority of maximum participation over the election of the most qualified candidate
is not merely a symbolic or temporary matter; rather, it relies on a logical discourse and a
precise strategy that is particularly useful in situations of threat and when the enemy
focuses on proving the illegitimacy of the political system. Accordingly, the election of the
most qualified candidate is neither rejected nor refuted in his thought; rather, in his logic of
governance, the survival and security of the system — which is secured through maximum
participation — takes precedence over the quality of administration, which is the product of
electing the most qualified candidate. Hence, the precedence of participation over the
election of the most qualified is not a simple value judgment but a strategic decision at
the level of macro-policymaking and threat management. Of course, the priority of
participation over the election of the most qualified does not imply a contradiction between
the two; rather, it indicates a dialectical relationship: maximum participation, by creating
"soft efficiency" — including national cohesion, reduced security costs, and increased
social capital — provides the necessary groundwork for achieving managerial efficiency
(which is the product of electing the most qualified candidate). In threatening conditions,
without widespread participation, even the most qualified managers will lack the necessary
legitimacy and authority to implement efficient programs. Consequently, the discourse of
maximum participation is not merely a political recommendation but has become, within
the depth of the discursive thoughts of the Islamic Revolution, a security-legitimacy
necessity, a religious-national duty, and a powerful symbolic strategy in confrontation with
enemies.

Keywords: Participation, Election of the Most Qualified Candidate, Political Thought,
Maximum Participation, Legitimacy, Efficiency, Khamenei.
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Abstract

In the present century, nuclear weapons have become one of the most pivotal factors
influencing global security, strategic, and political equations. From the very beginning of
their production, these weapons were not merely considered military tools; rather, due to
their unprecedented destructive power and extensive geopolitical consequences, they have
been able to affect the structure of many theories and models of international relations. The
United States' use of two nuclear bombs against Japan during World War Il was a fateful
moment in world military history, which not only hastened the end of the war but also
demonstrated for the first time that nuclear weapons could become a decisive instrument
in international politics. Subsequently, the discourse surrounding the production,
accumulation, transfer, and even the threat of using these weapons expanded, and during
the Cold War, a pervasive competition took shape between the two power blocs. In this era,
nuclear weapons became not just a military tool, but a symbol of superiority, deterrence,
national power, and even the political identity of nations. Concurrently with the expansion
of this competition, debates emerged in some Muslim societies about whether religious
concepts could serve as a foundation for acquiring various types of defensive power. One
of the most significant verses cited is Verse 60 of Surah Al-Anfal, which calls upon
Muslims to prepare whatever force they can to instill fear (irhab) into the hearts of
enemies. Some experts have interpreted this general concept of power (quwwah) as
encompassing any type of deterrent capability and have sought to examine the relationship
between it and modern weapons, including nuclear arms. This research has been formed
precisely with the same objective: to clarify whether, according to the provisions of this

Cite this article: Mousavi, S.R., Ebrahimi, M. & Bandani, M. (2025). Reexamining the Impact of nuclear weapons on
Deterrence with an Emphasis on Verse 60 of Surah Al-Anfal. Political science, 28(3), p. 127-144.
https://doi.org/10.22081/psq.2026.71882.2999

Received: 2025-04-12 Type of article: Research Article
Revised: 2025-06-06 Publisher: Bagir al-Olum University
Accepted: 2025-06-27 ©2025/authors retain the copyright and full publishing rights

Published online: 2025-10-02

https://psq.bou.ac.ir/



128 | Political science, Vol. 28, No. 3, 2025

noble verse and considering its defensive aims, the production of nuclear weapons can be
considered a religious obligation (wdajib) or not, and whether the scope of the verse includes
such tools. The research method is descriptive-analytical, and its data have been extracted
from authoritative library sources, including exegeses of the Holy Quran, jurisprudential
works, security analyses, strategic studies, and research related to deterrence theory. In the
first step, the history of the emergence of nuclear weapons, their development process, and
their role in shaping defense doctrines were examined to clarify what impact the specific
characteristics of these weapons have had on security calculations. Subsequently, the
concept of deterrence in military thought, from classical perspectives to modern theories,
was analyzed, and its relationship with arms races and the reciprocal reactions of powers
was investigated. In the next stage, Verse 60 of Surah Al-Anfal was systematically and
methodically examined from lexical, exegetical, and jurisprudential perspectives, and the
opinions of contemporary jurists regarding the scope of the obligation of defensive
preparedness were analyzed. This examination included studying the extent to which the
concept of "quwwah" (power/force) encompasses various types of defensive tools, the
criteria for obligation (wujib), the role of certainty (gas?) versus uncertainty in the
realization of a ruling, and how to assess public interest (maslakzah) in emergent issues. The
research method has been based on conceptual analysis, ustli inference, evaluation of
transmitted (raqli) and rational (‘aqli) proofs, and assessing the relationship between
religious rulings and security requirements. Thus, efforts have been made to ensure that
interpretations are grounded in the principles of jurisprudence, not merely speculative
or political conjecture. The research results indicate that although Verse 60 of Surah
Al-Anfal recommends that Muslims acquire power and defensive preparedness, this
recommendation is not absolute and unconditional. The main objective of the verse is to
create genuine deterrence against the enemy — deterrence that is based on certainty or at
least rational assurance (ifmi nan ‘agla’i).In studies conducted on deterrence theories in
international relations, it became clear that, contrary to popular belief, the possession of
nuclear weapons has not always reduced the likelihood of war or strengthened deterrence;
because an increase in one side's power typically leads to an increase in the other side's
power as well, resulting in an arms race, tension, and instability. Therefore, deterrence
arising from nuclear weapons is not only non-certain but also, in many cases, relative,
fragile, and dependent on reciprocal reactions. This very uncertainty prevents the
generalization of the ruling of "obligation" to such a matter. From the perspective of usi/
al-figh, it has also become clear that "obligation" requires definitive proof, and conjecture
(zann), speculation, and probability are insufficient to establish it. If there is a probability of
deterrence but certainty is not achieved, a binding ruling cannot be issued based on the
verse. The research shows that one can claim that producing nuclear weapons is obligatory
only if it is conclusively proven that this production directly and without alternative
prevents enemy aggression. However, since nuclear weapons invariably create reciprocal
reactions and competition, such certainty is difficult and sometimes impossible in practice.
Therefore, based on jurisprudential and security analyses, the probability of deterrence
cannot serve as the basis for inferring a ruling of obligation. The present research has
shown that the position of nuclear weapons in the international system is complex,
multidimensional, and affected by the reciprocal reactions of powers. Although these
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weapons possess destructive power and geostrategic influence, the deterrence theory based
on them faces serious limitations and cannot always guarantee sustainable security. On the
other hand, the exegetical examination of Verse 60 of Surah Al-Anfal indicates that
although the concept of "quwwah™ in the verse is general and broad, this breadth does not
mean the obligation to produce every type of military tool. The main condition for
obligation is the realization of certain deterrence and effective defense. Accordingly, in
situations where the deterrent effect of nuclear weapons is merely probable and not certain,
relying on the verse to prove the obligation of their production is not possible. For this
reason, the religious understanding of the concept of preparedness and power must be
based on certain criteria, the real interests (masalih) of society, and precise security
analyses. This research can serve as a step toward clarifying the relationship between
religion, security, and emerging developments, and contribute to the development of
theoretical literature in the field of defense policy and contemporary jurisprudence.

Keywords: NuclearWeapons, Deterrence, Atomic Competition, Surah Al-Anfal, Irhab
(Instilling Fear/Terror).
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Abstract

The present research aims to explain the possibility of realizing "dual legitimacy" in
the peace diplomacy mechanisms of the United Nations — meaning the simultaneous
legitimacy of peace diplomacy mechanisms from the perspective of both Islamic
jurisprudence (figh) and international law, which enhances the effectiveness of these
mechanisms in Islamic countries. The research analyzes peace diplomacy mechanisms
within both the jurisprudential and international legal systems. By redefining the concept of
legitimacy and offering a more comprehensive understanding than traditional legitimacy —
through applying the principles and frameworks of the jurisprudential system and
comparing them with the international legal system — it leads to the presentation of a
new legitimacy model titled the "Theory of Dual Legitimacy." This research adopts a
"comparative-inferential content analysis" method to examine the relationship between the
jurisprudential rules of peace and the principles and mechanisms of peace diplomacy
from the perspective of international law. First, using content analysis, foundational
jurisprudential texts (including the Quran, Sunnah, consensus, and reason) and key
international legal documents (such as the UN Charter, major treaties, and international
judicial practice) are carefully examined to extract and explain the rules and principles
related to the concept of peace separately. Subsequently, applying an inferential approach,
the foundations, objectives, conditions, and obstacles of these rules in both legal systems
are deeply inferred and analyzed. Finally, through comparative analysis, these rules and
principles are compared within the framework of the "Theory of Dual Legitimacy," and
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their points of convergence and divergence are identified.

In seeking answers to its research questions, this study, through examining the theory
of dual legitimacy in UN peace diplomacy, has reached the following important results:

- The theoretical framework of the concept of "dual legitimacy" emphasizes the
acceptance and validity of peace diplomacy mechanisms in two completely distinct
domains — jurisprudential and international legal — and consists of two essential
components: first, international legal legitimacy based on the UN Charter, international
treaties, and fundamental principles of human rights; and second, jurisprudential legitimacy
based on religious principles, fatwas of jurists, and the objectives of Sharia (Magasid al-
Shart‘a). It also requires adherence to conditions such as conceptual clarity, content
compatibility, and the acceptance process.

- The points of intersection and convergence between the general principles and rules
of Islamic jurisprudence and international law in the field of peace — which strengthen the
theory of dual legitimacy — include: both systems emphasize the protection of life and
human dignity, justice and fairness, and respect for religious beliefs and rights as core
principles.

The principles and rules governing peace diplomacy mechanisms from the perspective
of the jurisprudential system were explained, and the corresponding principles for each
from the perspective of international law were subsequently explained and compared.
While achieving the following results, which are briefly presented, the "Theory of Dual
Legitimacy" was proven:

a) The objectives of Sharia in the three areas of "necessities" (daririyyar), "needs"
(hujjiyya), and “embellishments" (taksiniyyar) are fully consistent with the objectives
of the main peace diplomacy mechanisms, namely "ending violence,” "justice and
accountability," and "protection of human rights."

b) The Qur'anic verses indicating peace provide a basis for the legitimacy of diplomatic
relations, peace treaties, and international cooperation with non-belligerent non-Muslim
states, which corresponds with the "principle of non-aggression™ in Article 2(4) of the UN
Charter.

c) The principle "al-sulh khayr" (peace is good), derived from the Qur'anic phrase "wa-
I-sulhu khayr" (and peace is better), through its conceptual generality and from a principles-
of-jurisprudence (usili) perspective in interpreting "khayr" (good) as applying to "sulh"
(peace), indicates its intrinsic desirability and demonstrates the preference of peace over
conflict and hostility in any context that secures the interests of both parties. This also
serves as a basis for inferring the preference of peace in political and international
interactions. It has a very high degree of content compatibility with preventive diplomacy
— which involves using diplomatic tools to prevent the formation of a dispute or its
transformation into armed conflict — rooted in Chapter VI, Article 33 of the UN Charter.

d) The jurisprudential rules of "la darar" (no harm) and "idtirar" (necessity) align with
coercive diplomacy under Articles 41 and 42 of the UN Charter and the acceptance of
certain unusual conditions to avert corruption/mischief (mafsada).

e) The principle of "maslaha" (public interest), which in practice allows for the
replacement of one Sharia ruling with another based on social circumstances and the
protection of Islamic interests, has a high degree of compatibility with the principle of
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consent and will, derived from Avrticle 4 of the UN Charter.

f) The principle of "luzim" (obligatoriness/ necessity of fulfilling contracts) in
jurisprudence corresponds with the principle of equality and sovereignty of states in Article
2(1) of the UN Charter.

Keywords: Peace Diplomacy, Dual Legitimacy, United Nations, Primacy of Peace
(Originality of Peace), Fulfillment of Obligations (Pacta Sunt Servanda).
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Abstract

How have the relations of the Arab countries of the Persian Gulf with Israel influenced
the regional policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran in three time periods: before October 7,
2023, after that date, and after the 12-day war of 2025? The theoretical framework of this
research is based on Stephen Walt's balance of threat theory, and the main hypothesis is
that the behavior and orientation of Arab countries towards Israel are a function of
the perceived threat from Iran—based on four components: aggregate power, geographic
proximity, offensive capabilities, and aggressive intentions—and this change in threat
perception directly shapes Iran's regional strategies. The research method is qualitative and
comparative, and data have been collected through library sources, official documents, and
reliable reports. They have then been analyzed using qualitative content analysis based on
the indicators of balance of threat theory. The findings show that before October 7, the
increased security convergence between several Arab countries and Israel was largely due
to the high perception of threat from Iran and led to the strengthening of the collective
weight of this coalition and the enhancement of its offensive capabilities. After October 7,
due to changes in the perception of intentions and the costs of conflict, some Arab
governments leaned towards de-escalation with Iran and slowing down the normalization
process with Israel; while others continued cautious cooperation with Tel Aviv. In the
period after the 12-day war, despite concerns about Iran's offensive capabilities, Arab
countries have generally avoided hard balancing against Tehran, preferring to maintain
their position through caution and threat management.
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