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Abstract

The tension between reality and ideal, or between “what is” and “what ought to be,”
has remained a persistent concern in the history of political thought. Although positivist
and behavioral approaches to political science sought to marginalize normative and
prescriptive concerns by concentrating primarily on the explanation of political facts,
the revival of normative political thought in recent decades has once again made the
relationship between reality, ideals, and political action a significant theoretical issue.
Against this background, the purpose of this article is to formulate and theoretically
develop a distinct approach termed the "Realistic Approach”. The study seeks to
demonstrate that political thinking need not be confined to the conventional alternatives of
idealistic abstraction, submission to existing realities, or pragmatic expediency. The central
research question is: How can the relationship among objective realities, normative ideals,
and practical prescriptions be explained in political thought? More specifically, can
the relationship between “what is,” “what ought to be,” and “what ought to be done” be
adequately explained through the conventional opposition among idealism, realism, and
pragmatism, or does it require a distinct conceptual framework? The history of political
thought indicates that these three approaches have emphasized different dimensions of
political reasoning. Idealism primarily focuses on “what ought to be,” giving priority
to normative principles, values, and desirable political ends, often without sufficiently
considering the practical conditions and constraints of their realization. Realism
concentrates on “what is,” emphasizing existing realities, power relations, historical
circumstances, and practical limitations, but may ultimately accommodate itself to the
existing order at the expense of normative ideals. Pragmatism, meanwhile, emphasizes
“what ought to be done,” evaluating political ideas and prescriptions primarily in terms of
their practical utility, consequences, and effectiveness. The problem addressed by this study
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is therefore whether these three approaches exhaust the possible forms of political thinking
or whether a fourth approach can establish a more productive relationship between reality,
ideals, and action. This study employs an analytical-comparative methodology. It examines
the conceptual foundations and distinctive characteristics of idealism, realism, and
pragmatism through a critical engagement with selected examples from the history of
political thought and the ideas of prominent political thinkers. The comparative analysis is
used to identify the epistemological, normative, and practical assumptions underlying each
approach and to clarify their respective positions concerning the relationship between
reality and ideals. On this basis, the study seeks to extract and formulate the conceptual
components of the Realistic Approach. The findings indicate that the Realistic Approach
is distinguished by four fundamental characteristics. First, political thinking should be
grounded in an accurate and comprehensive understanding of existing reality. Social
problems, political crises, historical circumstances, power structures, and the concrete
conditions of political life constitute the starting point of political reflection. In this respect,
the Realistic Approach differs from idealism by refusing to begin with an abstract
and purely imagined political order detached from concrete circumstances. Second, it
emphasizes the primacy of thought over reality. Attention to existing realities does not
imply submission to them; rather, reality must be critically examined and evaluated through
the categories, concepts, and normative standards of political thought. This principle
preserves the autonomy of thought and prevents political reflection from becoming merely
an instrument for legitimizing or reproducing the status quo. Third, the Realistic Approach
maintains a commitment to ideals in light of practical possibilities and constraints. Ideals
are neither abandoned when confronted with reality nor treated as immutable commands
entirely detached from the conditions of their realization. Instead, they function as guiding
normative principles whose priority, interpretation, and modes of implementation may be
reconsidered and adjusted in response to concrete circumstances. Fourth, the Realistic
Approach requires avoiding pragmatism and purely interest-driven reasoning. Practical
feasibility and effectiveness are important considerations, but they cannot constitute the
sole criteria for evaluating political ideas and prescriptions. Political ideals retain intrinsic
normative significance and should not be sacrificed merely for immediate utility or
efficiency. These characteristics distinguish the Realistic Approach from the three
competing approaches. Unlike realism, it does not equate attention to reality with
accommodation to the status quo. Unlike idealism, it does not disregard the practical
limitations and conditions necessary for the realization of normative ideals. Unlike
pragmatism, it does not reduce the validity of ideas and values to their usefulness or
practical consequences. Instead, it seeks to establish a dynamic relationship between reality
and ideals, theory and practice, and stability and reform-oriented dynamism. The study
concludes that the relationship between “what is,” “what ought to be,” and “what ought to
be done” cannot be adequately explained through a simplistic opposition between idealism,
realism, and pragmatism. The Realistic Approach offers a distinct theoretical framework in
which reality constitutes the starting point and the boundary of possibility for political
reflection, but not its ultimate normative criterion. Ideals remain indispensable as sources
of direction and normative evaluation, but their realization requires continuous
reconsideration in light of concrete circumstances, available resources, social conditions,
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and practical constraints. Political action, accordingly, should neither wait for the
realization of a perfect utopia nor abandon normative aspirations for the sake of immediate
efficiency. Rather, the Realistic Approach advocates gradual and feasible reform within a
long-term normative trajectory. It can therefore be understood as a theoretically grounded
middle path between radical idealism and radical realism, while remaining distinct from
pragmatism: a mode of political thinking that connects theory and practice within the
“geography of the possible.” Through a dynamic and dialectical interaction between “what
is” and “what ought to be,” it seeks to preserve the normative significance of political
ideals while creating realistic conditions for their gradual, feasible, and meaningful
realization.

Keywords: Idealism, realism, pragmatism, realistic outlook, political thought.
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Abstract

The present study aims to develop a new theory entitled “Existential Political
Institutionalism.” Drawing on the ontological paradigm of al-Hikmat al-Muta ‘aliya
(Transcendent Philosophy), the study seeks to move beyond an instrumentalist
understanding of political institutions and redefine them as structural and teleological
manifestations of the actualization of human existence within the social realm. The central
problem of this study is the reductionism inherent in modern political theories, which
confine institutions to mere instruments for managing interests, allocating resources,
or maintaining administrative order. This study seeks to answer the question of how, by
moving beyond a mechanical and technocratic perspective, one can formulate a theory of
political institutions capable of incorporating qualitative dimensions, human dignity,
and the search for meaning into political structures. Adopting an analytical-interpretive
approach, this study conceptually reexamines the fundamental principles of Transcendent
Philosophy, including the primacy of existence (asalat al-wujiid) and the gradation of
existence (tashkik al-wujiid), and reconstructs these principles within the context of
political science. Through comparative analysis, the proposed model is also evaluated
against classical and contemporary theories of institutionalism. The findings of the study
indicate that redefining institutions in terms of an existential paradigm leads to fundamental
transformations in key concepts: (1) a shift from procedural legitimacy to “legitimacy
based on the continuity of meaning”; (2) a redefinition of social justice, from mathematical
distribution to “a balance in the recognition of human dignity”; and (3) a transformation in
the nature of governance, from administrative control to “facilitating the development of
social existence.” Existential political institutionalism is a trans-institutional approach that
views political institutions as necessary environments for the collective actualization of
human existence. By restoring the human subject to a position of centrality, this theory
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offers a valuable alternative to modern instrumental paradigms for addressing the crisis of
alienation within contemporary political structures.

Keywords: al-Hikmat al-Muta ‘aliya (Transcendent Philosophy), existential political

institutionalism, ontological paradigm, meaningful legitimacy, dignity-based justice,
actualization of existence.
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Abstract

The present study seeks to explain the nature of the international environment from
the perspective of Islamic political jurisprudence and to reconstruct the logic governing
relations among political units within the framework of Islamic thought. The central
question of the article is whether Islamic political jurisprudence understands the
international environment as inherently conflictual and characterized by a struggle for
survival, or whether it conceives of it as a peace-oriented sphere grounded in the possibility
of mutual understanding and cooperation. The significance of this question lies in the fact
that a substantial body of prevailing theories in international relations generally rests either
on a model of conflict and competition or on a model emphasizing peace and cooperation.
Yet, it appears that the logic of Islamic political jurisprudence cannot be fully reduced
to either of these two alternatives. From this perspective, the article seeks, through an
examination of the foundations and implications of Islamic political jurisprudence, to offer
a more precise, multilayered, and normative account of the international environment in
Islamic thought. The research method employed in this article is an inferential-exegetical
approach, by which the author, through reference to the conceptual and normative
foundations of Islamic political jurisprudence and the extraction of their theoretical
implications, seeks to uncover how the international environment is formulated within
the Islamic framework. Unlike purely descriptive approaches, this method attempts to
reconstruct the underlying theoretical model from the relevant sources and foundations and
to demonstrate how Islamic political jurisprudence understands its relationship with other
political units and human communities. Accordingly, the principal finding of the study is
that, from the perspective of Islamic political jurisprudence, the international environment
does not possess a unidimensional character; rather, it has a threefold character and should
be understood at three levels, or in terms of three distinct forms of relationality:
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co-partisanship, coexistence, and mutual acquaintance. At the first level, namely, in relation
to Islamic countries, the international environment is understood through the foundational
concept of the Islamic ummah. At this level, the relationship among Islamic societies
and states is not merely legal or instrumental; rather, it is grounded in a form of
religious, civilizational, and identity-based interconnectedness that may be described as
co-partnering, or as friendly, intra-ummah solidarity. This type of relationship indicates
that, within the logic of Islamic political jurisprudence, the Islamic world possesses a
form of normative unity and value-based interconnectedness that should be reflected in
reciprocal relations among Muslims. At the second level, namely, in relation to non-Islamic
countries, the article demonstrates that the basis of interaction is neither absolute rejection
nor perpetual conflict, but social justice. On this foundation, the international environment
carries the possibility of coexistence with others—a form of coexistence understood in
terms of upholding justice, regulating relations, and recognizing the possibility of peaceful
interaction with non-Muslims. This finding indicates that, contrary to some reductionist
interpretations, Islamic political jurisprudence does not view relations with non-Muslims as
inherently grounded in war and hostility; rather, it identifies significant possibilities for a
just order and sustained interaction. At the third level, the article introduces the concept of
mutual acquaintance, which opens up a horizon extending beyond mere coexistence. Here,
mutual acquaintance refers to a form of relationship grounded in mutual recognition, the
possibility of dialogue, understanding the other, and the development of human and social
relations on a broader scale. Thus, the article’s tripartite model demonstrates that Islamic
political jurisprudence regards the international environment as a complex and multifaceted
sphere in which the nature of relations with others varies according to the parties’ identity-
based relationship, normative foundations, and level of interaction. Overall, the article
concludes that, in Islamic political jurisprudence, the international environment is neither
merely a field of conflict nor simply a sphere of peace; rather, it constitutes a multilayered
and norm-governed order grounded in two fundamental principles—the Islamic ummah
and social justice—and explicable through the tripartite framework of co-partnership,
coexistence, and mutual acquaintance. This model can make an important contribution to
rethinking international relations theory from an Islamic perspective and open up a new
horizon for understanding global relations within the framework of political jurisprudence.

Keywords: Islamic political jurisprudence, international environment, Islamic ummah,

social justice, co-partnership, coexistence, mutual acquaintance, Islamic international
relations.
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Abstract

The present study seeks to examine and provide a metatheoretical account of the
geopolitical and civilizational thought of Malik Bennabi, the prominent Algerian thinker,
within the framework of social constructivist theory. In the twentieth century, following the
experience of direct colonialism and the collapse of the Ottoman Caliphate, the Islamic
world faced a profound structural and identity crisis, compounded by the forced imposition
of the Westphalian nation-state system. In response to this crisis, Malik Bennabi proposed
the idea of an “Islamic Commonwealth” not merely as a temporary political and military
alliance, but as a grand civilizational-cultural strategy for overcoming this historical
impasse. Accordingly, the fundamental objective of this study is to move beyond
reductionist and materialist analyses of the causes of decline in Muslim societies and to
offer a post-positivist reinterpretation of Bennabi’s theory, thereby illuminating its potential
for generating an indigenous, identity-based, and non-Western model of regionalism within
the international system. In pursuit of this objective, the central problem of this study
concerns the feasibility of reconciling the indigenous and endogenous concepts in
Bennabi’s thought with the foundations of modern international relations and contemporary
crises. Accordingly, the central question of the study is: How do the key concepts of Malik
Bennabi’s theory of the Islamic Commonwealth correspond and organically relate to the
ontological and epistemological assumptions of the metatheory of social constructivism?
More specifically, this study seeks to determine how the four fundamental pillars of
constructivism-namely, the primacy of ideas and layers of meaning over material factors;
the precedence and primacy of identity over national interests; the mutual constitution of
structure and agency; and the predominance of the logic of appropriateness over the logic
of consequences-are reproduced and conceptualized within Bennabi’s epistemic framework
and his structural vision for the Islamic world. To answer the aforementioned question and
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address the research problem, the study employs a descriptive-analytical method and
the technique of qualitative content analysis of texts. In the methodological process, the
conceptual and metatheoretical framework of social constructivism was first examined
and elaborated, with particular emphasis on the views of theorists such as Alexander
Wendt, Peter Katzenstein, and Martha Finnemore. Subsequently, adopting a text-centered
approach, the fundamental components and dimensions of Malik Bennabi’s civilizational
theory were extracted from his later works, particularly Wajhat al- Alam al-Islami
(The Orientation of the Islamic World) and his dedicated treatise on the “Islamic
Commonwealth,” and were then systematically compared with the indicators and
assumptions of the constructivist school. Through this process, the theoretical connections
between the idea of the Islamic Commonwealth and established concepts in the
international relations literature were theoretically formulated. The findings of this study
indicate that, unlike rationalist approaches such as realism, which seek to explain power
and security primarily in terms of material resources and military capabilities, Malik
Bennabi locates the roots of the decline and backwardness of the Islamic world in the
breakdown of intersubjective ideas and the loss of the social efficacy of faith. The most
significant manifestation of this theoretical correspondence is found in the central concept
of “colonizability” (gabiliyyat al-isti ' mar). From a constructivist perspective, Bennabi
regards colonialism not primarily as an objective and geographical phenomenon, but as a
defective cognitive and identity structure that has hollowed out the agency of Muslims
from within. The idea of the Islamic Commonwealth represents an attempt to transform
this intersubjective understanding and redefine Muslims’ identity from that of passive,
colonizable subjects into active, civilization-building agents, organized as a “third pole”
within the bipolar order of the Cold War. Furthermore, by rejecting the ineffective
dichotomy between the “romantic revival of a unified caliphate” and “separate imported
nation-states,” Bennabi’s proposed model introduces a new institutional structure based on
a plurality of agents within a unified macrostructure. By dividing the Islamic world into
six geographical-cultural regions—Arab, Iranian, Sino-Mongolian, Malay, African, and
European—he proposes a gradual, functionalist process of integration. Within this model,
overarching civilizational identity functions as an independent variable and the primary
source for defining states’ national interests. Consequently, interactions among Islamic
states are grounded not in the mere calculation of material costs and benefits and adherence
to the logic of consequences, but in normative commitments and endogenous Islamic
values, and are guided by the logic of appropriateness. Another significant finding of the
study is that this identity- and civilization-oriented approach is not confined to the historical
circumstances of the mid-twentieth century; rather, it possesses considerable potential for
reinterpretation within the contemporary geopolitical landscape. The theoretical framework
of the Islamic Commonwealth can serve as a robust operational foundation for explaining
the structural requirements of the concept of resistance and for supporting the broader
discourses of the Islamic Republic of Iran. Given that the theory emphasizes identity-based
independence and the rejection of hegemony, it closely aligns with the doctrine of a new
Islamic civilizational project and the strategy of Islamic unity. Moreover, Bennabi’s
analytical framework can make an additional contribution to the conceptual enrichment and
advancement of Iran’s higher-level policy documents, particularly the “Second Step of the
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Revolution” Statement and the “Iranian-Islamic Model of Progress” document. It explains
how networks of meaning and local centers of resistance can, through the accumulation of
social efficacy and the transformation of social practices, develop from dispersed units into
a stable and influential power bloc within the international system. Finally, the present
study concludes that Malik Bennabi’s theory should be regarded as a pioneering form of
civilizational constructivism. Chronologically preceding Alexander Wendt and the formal
emergence of post-positivist and identity-oriented approaches in the West, Bennabi adopted
a distinctly problem-driven approach in emphasizing the social nature of power, security,
and anarchy in international politics. The overall conclusion of this study suggests that the
idea of the “Commonwealth” within Bennabi’s epistemic framework is not merely a
transient political and security alliance, but rather an identity-based security community
designed, through the mutual constitution of structure and agency, to safeguard the
authenticity, agency, and integrity of the Islamic ummah in the modern era. Bennabi’s
thought demonstrates that civilizational paralysis and fragmentation in the Islamic world
are not rigid, immutable material realities; rather, they are socially constructed phenomena
whose transformation is possible only through the reconstruction of identity-based and
cognitive structures and the conscious transformation of the actors’ intersubjective
practices.

Keywords: Malik Bennabi, Islamic Commonwealth, constructivism, civilizational
identity, colonizability, Alexander Wendt.
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Abstract

Objective: Transformation and transmutation functions can serve as criteria and a
framework for assessing the effectiveness of political systems. These functions can provide
reliable indicators for examining successful transitions in political development.
Conversely, examining the extent to which these functions are fulfilled can also help
explain why a political system deteriorates and ultimately collapses. This constitutes the
objective of the present article. Accordingly, the study adopts Almond and Powell’s
transformation and transmutation functions to propose a new approach to explaining the
collapse of the Pahlavi regime, particularly given that the Pahlavi regime itself claimed to
be pursuing the modernization and development of Iran. Yet, rather than bringing the
process of development to fruition, it ultimately experienced collapse. This study can
therefore shed light on the reasons for the political development impasse under the Pahlavi
political system. Numerous studies have examined the causes and mechanisms underlying
the fall of the Pahlavi regime; however, this article seeks to explain this historical
development from a different perspective. The present study addresses the following
question: What relationship existed between the transformation and transmutation function
and the fall of the Pahlavi regime? More precisely, was the regime’s inability to fulfill the
components of the transformation and transmutation function the principal cause of its
collapse? To answer this question, the study hypothesizes that the Pahlavi regime collapsed
because it was unable to translate the inputs of the political system—including the
articulation and aggregation of interests—into outputs, namely, the formulation and
implementation of laws and the judicial functioning of the system. In other words,
according to this hypothesis, under the Pahlavi regime, political inputs were effectively
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prevented from entering the power structure because of the suppression of political
freedoms, the prohibition of genuine political parties, and the absence of meaningful
popular participation. Consequently, the collapse of the regime became inevitable. This
study adopts the theoretical framework of Almond and Powell’s theory, through which
political development is examined from a functionalist perspective. In the midst of the
Cold War, these two scholars sought to clarify the requirements for achieving political
development in developing countries. Given the limitations of the study, among the three
sets of political-system functions identified by these scholars—namely, transformation and
transmutation functions, adaptation functions, and the functional capabilities of the political
system—this article focuses on the first and uses it as a framework for explaining the fall of
the Pahlavi regime. Methodologically, the article is also based on a causal approach. A
causal mechanism refers to a sequence of events and variables through which at least two
or more variables are linked to one another. In this study, the fall of the Pahlavi regime is
the dependent variable, while the six transformation and transmutation functions constitute
the independent variables. Transformation and transmutation encompass several functions.
More specifically, interest articulation, interest aggregation, rule-making or legislation, rule
application by the executive branch, judicial performance, and political communication are
components that, taken together, reflect the level of effectiveness of a political system; their
inadequate performance can ultimately lead to the collapse of a political system. Data
for this study were collected through library-based research. The findings indicate
that although the Pahlavi regime ostensibly pursued a modernization project, it was
fundamentally deficient in the transformation and transmutation function, because it neither
permitted the free articulation of interests nor formulated laws in accordance with public
demands. In effect, what persisted was a traditional and authoritarian political system that
had merely adopted a developmentalist facade. This reality can provide important lessons
for the analysis of contemporary political systems and the diagnosis of obstacles to
development, offering valuable insights to researchers and policymakers. For example,
achieving sustainable development requires realizing the transformation and transmutation
function through the institutionalization of political participation, the rule of law, and
government accountability to the will of the people. This challenge extends beyond the
Cold War era and remains a major concern for many political systems today. According to
this study, this functional gap gradually eroded the social base of the Pahlavi regime and, at
the critical juncture of the 1979 Revolution, led to the regime’s collapse, given the absence
of any legal capacity for converting protests into peaceful political change.

Keywords: Fall of the Pahlavi regime, transformation and transmutation, political
system, development.
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Abstract

The present study aims to explain a new pattern of collective action under conditions of
external crises and existential threats by examining the street presence of the Iranian people
during the American—Israeli war against Iran, referred to as the Ramadan War of 2026. Its
primary objective is to conceptualize “collective mobilization” and to redefine the street as
an infrastructure for producing solidarity, social support, and national cohesion. Within this
framework, the street is understood not merely as a site of protest, demand-making, or
confrontation with power, but as a space for collective self-preservation, the expression of
a shared fate, and the reproduction of social bonds. The study also proposes a five-level
model that explains the process through which an external crisis is transformed into a
shared perception of threat, the synchronization of dispersed actors, the formation of
a collective body, and ultimately the production of the “supportive street.” Prevailing
theories of street politics and social nonmovements, particularly Asef Bayat’s theoretical
framework, have largely focused on the everyday, gradual, dispersed, and demand-oriented
actions of subaltern groups in response to internal social problems. Within these theories,
the street is generally conceived as an arena of resistance, protest, slow encroachment, and
the exertion of pressure on political power. However, the experience of the widespread and
simultaneous presence of people in the streets of Iran during the Ramadan War of 2025
demonstrated that street action can, in response to an external threat, acquire a supportive,
defensive, and solidarity-building function. Accordingly, this study seeks to answer the
following question: What limitations do these street presences reveal in the theory of
nonmovements and the concept of street politics? This study adopts a theoretical-analytical
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and interpretive approach, using a case-study research strategy. The case under
examination consists of the street actions and public presence of the Iranian people during
the Ramadan War of 2025, from the early morning of February 28, 2026 to August 1, 2026.
The data were collected through three main avenues. First, the researchers conducted direct
participant and field observation of gatherings and street presences, particularly in Tehran
and Shiraz, over approximately 150 consecutive nights. Second, they reviewed the relevant
theoretical literature in political sociology, social movements, street politics, and
nonmovements. Third, they examined reports from domestic and international media, as
well as accounts published on social media platforms. The data were analyzed through the
coding of field notes, source comparison, and cumulative interpretive analysis. Finally, a
five-level model was extracted and formulated, comprising the event, perceptual, field,
processual, and consequential levels. The findings show that the formation of collective
mobilization begins with a disruptive event. The military attack, the assassination of the
leadership, the bombing of infrastructure, and the attack on an elementary school in Minab
disrupted the normal routines of everyday life by generating structural shock and
compressing social time. At the perceptual level, these events were interpreted through the
historical memory of U.S. antagonism toward Iran, including the 28 Mordad coup (1953),
the Iran—Iraq War, sanctions, and the assassination of General Qassem Soleimani. As a
result, the military threat was transformed into an existential and identity-based threat to a
shared “we,” thereby creating a symbolic boundary between the “self” and the “hostile
other.” At the field level, this shared perception became tangible through people’s sustained
nightly presence, the symbolic occupation of major streets and squares, collective walks,
car and motorcycle convoys, and family gatherings. The street became a site where a
collective body emerged—a body that, beyond the physical presence of the people,
embodied a message of collective self-preservation, resistance, and social deterrence. The
use of the national flag, headbands, and religious—national slogans enabled a temporary
transcendence of partisan, class, and generational differences. Likewise, the affect of loss
and passive mourning was transformed, through Ashura rituals, into action-oriented and
epic energy. The media and social media networks also connected dispersed gatherings
into a national “we.” At the processual level, collective mobilization emerges through a
cumulative chain: a disruptive event leads to perceptual reinterpretation; the shared
perception activates a collective affect; this affect is consolidated through symbols and
rituals; and the subsequent synchronization of actors in the public sphere gives rise to
informal forms of organization. At the consequential level, this process results in the
formation of a cohesive collective “we,” increased horizontal trust, strengthened bonds of
collective self-preservation, and the continuation of self-reproducing participation in the
public sphere. The findings of the study demonstrate that, under conditions of external
threat, the street is not merely an arena of conflict, protest, or demand-making; it can also
become an infrastructure for producing solidarity, shared identity, and social care. The
concept of “collective mobilization,” proposed to explain this form of collective action,
is distinct from the concepts of social movement, nonmovement, protest, resilience,
and mutual aid because it emphasizes spontaneous, simultaneous, ritualized, and
communitarian action in response to an external crisis. Accordingly, the “supportive street”
is a space in which society reproduces its cohesion through embodied, symbolic, and
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affective presence. The study’s five-level model demonstrates that an external threat,
when connected to historical memory, collective affect, shared symbols, and the occupation
of public space, can be transformed from a source of disruption into a source of
renewed solidarity. Thus, collective mobilization provides a conceptual framework for
understanding protective and solidarity-oriented forms of collective action and may be
applied to the study of other large-scale crises, including natural disasters, regional crises,
and environmental threats.

Keywords: Collective Mobilization, Street Politics, Social Solidarity, Iran, U.S.—
Israeli, Ramadan War of 2026.
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Abstract

The primary objective of this study is to examine the relationship between “social
communication” and “collective identity” as two fundamental pillars of the realization of
religious democracy. Within this framework, the study seeks to demonstrate that the mere
individual and quantitative presence of people in political and social arenas is insufficient
for achieving religious democracy. Rather, what distinguishes this model of democracy
from other democratic paradigms is its emphasis on the “collective identity” of the people
as a meaningful and integrated whole. Accordingly, the ultimate objective of the study is to
explain how the social communication system can be reconstructed and revitalized in such
a way as to facilitate the formation of this collective identity and, ultimately, actualize
the theoretical capacities of religious democracy for state-building and system-building
grounded in popular agency. More precisely, by focusing on the communicative dimension,
the study seeks to propose an operational strategy for moving from the existing condition—
characterized by a qualitative decline in social communication—to a desirable condition in
which communication serves as a medium for producing shared meaning and collective
solidarity. The central problem of this study arises from an apparent contradiction in the
social context of contemporary Iran. On the one hand, the theory of religious democracy, as
the foundation of the Islamic Republic, places strong emphasis on the role and collective
will of the people in determining their own destiny and regards its realization as dependent
upon the active participation of “the people with a collective identity.” On the other hand,
empirical evidence indicates that the quality of social communication has declined, while
people, despite their apparent engagement in extensive and numerous social networks, are
increasingly moving toward individualism. This situation gives rise to the central question
of the article: Under conditions in which the foundations of social communication have
deteriorated in quality and become increasingly superficial, how can the capacity of the
people, understood in its collective sense, be harnessed for system-building and state-
building? In other words, the fundamental issue is whether a meaningful relationship exists
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between the existing system of social communication and the possibility of forming the
collective identity required by religious democracy, or whether the two stand in opposition
to one another; and, if this relationship has been disrupted, what strategies can be adopted
to reconstruct it? This study seeks to provide a theoretical and practical response to this
problem by identifying the factors underlying the decline of social communication—
including modernity, industrialization, and the dominance of cyberspace—as well as the
fundamental differences between patterns of communication in traditional and modern
societies. This study adopts a qualitative approach and employs a descriptive-analytical
method. First, the conceptual framework of the study was developed through a systematic
review and examination of the relevant theoretical literature on religious democracy,
collective identity, and social communication. At this stage, data were collected through
documentary and library-based research, focusing on authoritative domestic and
international sources. Second, drawing on Ferdinand Tonnies’s theory of “Gemeinschaft
and Gesellschaft” as its theoretical framework, the study analyzes transformations in the
communication system of contemporary Iran. The theory was selected because Tonnies
clearly distinguishes between two forms of human will—organic/natural will versus
rational/arbitrary will—and between two forms of social bonds—community based on
natural solidarity versus society based on contract and self-interest. These distinctions
correspond closely to the research problem, particularly the differences between traditional
and modern systems of communication. Third, using logical analysis and theoretical
reasoning, the descriptive findings are interpreted within the framework of Toénnies’s
theory. The study then derives and formulates strategies for revitalizing social
communication, with emphasis on two principal dimensions: “the transition from a
transmission-oriented approach to a ritual-oriented approach to communication” and
“attention to state-building grounded in popular agency.” The findings of this study
indicate that the system of social communication in contemporary Iran has undergone a
fundamental transformation from the “community” model toward the “society” model. In
other words, forms of communication grounded in organic will, shared emotions, kinship,
neighborhood ties, and tradition-based friendship have gradually given way to forms of
communication that are rational, contractual, superficial, and based on individual and
instrumental interests. This transformation, driven primarily by processes of modernization,
industrialization, urbanization, and, above all, the growing dominance of cyberspace with
its networked and fluid characteristics, has resulted in Iranian individuals, despite having
numerous and extensive connections across virtual social networks, operating at a more
individualistic and isolated level than in the past. The consequence of this process is the
loss of society’s capacity to generate a “shared message” and “collective meaning,”
whereas religious democracy fundamentally requires such a shared message to realize
itselff—a message that must emerge from a living, dynamic system of social
communication grounded in internal solidarity. In other words, although modern social
networks have expanded communication quantitatively, they have not only failed
to contribute qualitatively to the formation of collective identity but, by reinforcing
individualism and an instrumental, profit-oriented outlook, have also created conditions for
the disruption of the social bonds required by religious democracy. Accordingly, the
findings of the study indicate that there is a direct and meaningful relationship between
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the decline of solidarity-based social communication (the “community” model) and the
inability to realize religious democracy. Based on the findings and analyses, this study
concludes that revitalizing the system of social communication should not be regarded
as a secondary option, but rather as a fundamental and indispensable pillar for realizing
religious democracy in contemporary Iran. To achieve this objective, two key strategies are
proposed. First, there should be a shift from the transmission model of communication—
which views communication merely as the transmission of a message from a sender to a
receiver—to the ritual model of communication, which understands communication as
participation in a shared ritual and the reproduction of collective bonds. This shift can help
redefine the role of media and communicative spaces, transforming them from instruments
of information dissemination into platforms for strengthening social solidarity. Second,
state-building should be reconceptualized on the basis of popular agency. This means that
the process of system-building should not proceed solely from the top down through
governing institutions; rather, it should be pursued by activating collective will and
empowering social actors at both the local and national levels.

Keywords: Religious democracy, social communication, Ferdinand Tonnies,
Gemeinschaft; Gesellschaft; ritual model of communication; state-building.
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Abstract

This study was conducted to provide a comprehensive analysis of the scholarly
and content-related profile of the journal Political Science and seeks, by employing
scientometric approaches, to present an accurate picture of the structure of scholarly
production in the journal. Accordingly, the study focuses primarily on three key
dimensions: the conceptual structure of the journal’s scholarly output, the scientific
collaboration network among its authors, and the journal’s citation indicators. The
statistical population comprises 1,021 articles published between 2004 and 2023, with data
collected from the Islamic World Science Citation Center (ISC) database and the journal’s
online submission and publication system. To analyze the data, specialized scientometric
tools were employed, including RavarMatrix for extracting the word co-occurrence matrix
and UCINET and NetDraw for visualizing and analyzing scientific networks. The findings
indicate that the journal’s thematic structure is organized into 22 distinct conceptual
clusters. These clusters encompass a broad range of key topics in political science,
including Islamic political thought, the foreign policy of the Islamic Republic of Iran,
security and national interests, democracy and political participation, political identity,
political jurisprudence, social justice, and political discourses in Iran and the Islamic
world. The breadth of this thematic range indicates the journal’s multidimensional
and interdisciplinary character, while also reflecting its continued focus on fundamental
issues in political science. Following the adoption of scientific publishing policies and
the journal’s attainment of scientific-research status in 2011, the journal underwent a
discernible conceptual shift. During the first period (2004-2010), foundational, theoretical,
and discursive concepts predominated, whereas in the second period (2011-2023), the
journal’s content shifted toward more specialized, problem-oriented, and applied topics.
The analysis of citation patterns likewise indicates that articles published between 2004 and
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2006, prior to the journal’s attainment of scientific-research status, had the greatest impact
due to their discursive and agenda-setting character and consequently received the highest
number of citations. By contrast, during the second period, the structural requirements
imposed on scientific-research articles appear to have somewhat reduced the rate at which
articles accumulated citations. Overall, the findings of this study provide a comprehensive,
longitudinal, and data-driven picture of the intellectual and social structure of the journal
Political Science over a twenty-year period. This analysis can serve as a basis for
improving academic publishing policies, enhancing publication quality, and restoring the
journal’s position as an influential source of scholarly discourse. The findings concerning
the authors’ academic collaboration network further indicate that collaboration within the
journal operates predominantly through a multi-cluster, networked structure, comprising
two major author clusters with the highest levels of connectivity and several secondary
clusters with moderate levels of interaction. An analysis of the authors’ institutional
affiliations shows that Bagir al-Olum University, the University of Tehran, Shahid Beheshti
University, and Imam Sadig University have made the greatest contributions to the
journal’s scholarly output and function as its principal centers of knowledge production.

Keywords: Scientometrics, Political Science journal, co-word analysis, scientific
collaboration network; citation analysis.
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