Vol 25, No. 99, Autumn 2022 _/—7

The Impact of the Ontological View of Security on
Iran’s Strategic Depth

Received: 2022-05-14 Accepted: 2022-08-15
Arsalan Ghorbani Sheikhneshin *
Mohammad Ebrahimi **

The present research gives an answer to the following fundamental
question: How could the ontological view of the security of the
Islamic Republic of Iran affect the definition of Iran’s strategic depth?
To answer the question, we should first study the foundations of the
ontological security of Iran with a focus on the Iranian Constitution
and (as a corollary) the views of Imam Khomeini and Ayatollah
Khamenei. We then consider the impact of this ontological security on
the foreign policy of Iran in general, and its strategic depth in
particular. The results indicate that the ontological identity and
security of Iran includes the following principles: priority of its
Islamic dimension over its Iranian dimension; enmity of Israel; enmity
of the US; anti-colonialism and non-committal to the great powers; the
significance of Palestine for the Islamic world and the importance of
the Axis of Resistance. These characteristics of the identity of the
Islamic Republic result in ontological and physical security threats
from the US, Israel, and the regional powers that are allied with them.
As a consequence, Iran devises its strategic depth to counter these
threats. It goes without saying that the military threats arising from
these identity contradictions remarkably contribute to the formation of
this strategic depth and the spheres of influence. The Islamic Republic
prioritizes identity issues, and according to religious and ideological
principles, under vital circumstances, this identity security is prior to
physical security. To fulfill its ontological and physical security, the
Islamic Republic of Iran pursues the deepening of its strategic depth.

« Professor, International Relations, Kharazmi University, Tehran, Iran
(corresponding author). Email: arsalangh@yahoo.com.

« PhD student, International Relations, Kharazmi University, Tehran, Iran
(corresponding author). Email: m.ebrahimi.ut@gmail.com.



At present, it does so with the aim of inhibiting and countering the
threats of its actual regional enemy; that is, Israel.

Keywords: Ontological security; strategic depth; national identity;
the puzzle of security; Iran; imperialism; foreign policy.

(2]
@8
o
@
S
=
[72]
e}
<



4
1
!
,—%
]

YV

&0

Of 1 S 51 gt G058 9 Caiol &) (G Lot G 0L i

\\‘~\/0/Y\‘:.\g‘b(’~g)l§ VN /Y8l G

L oald g S8 Ol
A sosdl ol dozmao

55 Sl 3 Al pd Sl 3 45 el Wl 4 Gl ol g Sua
Sl S0 o 3101l G551 el Gas 3l s 15 658 Ol (Sl (6 50
ol 055 ST L 0l (b et el (Glos il ey ) 4 ey
(4l o) slamels ol g (o)) suns plal wlas (OF 51 it 5) Ol pl (oDl (55 g0
25k Ul s b Alalid s Sl ol ST aalsl 3 5 0kd ()
sdel s @ gl el 43S 5 Al 5550 G b 4 S5 Al Ges 5 NS
1l g nl 4 el Jold DLl (LS s Ctal o gp oS el O 51 ST
A pds g (6 et LSl $1G o s ¢l ads Sl Dl 2 !
g Lo slin s Coetl 5 eVl Olgr (gl kil ool £ 85 a8
el gLl g (5 -5 b e (ol (g 50 Sugr )2 b s ld
sl OUT b gpn (gladlie (slas, 05 5 il ol (ol (g Sl S 5 S e
b Sldnag ol b dblis (1 1 555 S5l Ges Ol pl DT e 45
25 s R 5 ssala sl opl 5w Sols Ll gladag aul 5 kS e
Jls el ol Bls (3L 28 358 baoy g 5 SF|pul Gas (65 S
(SSPPAa) 5 s Sle gy 5 Sl Sl s Ol Ol () s sl
Sogto 213 S5 0 (Sepd Sl p (fm e 5003 Bl 5o R ol
Geos Goodd s 4 355 (S Sotel 5 (LS e Sl el 5l Ol oD

(mail:arsalangh@yah00.com) .( Jstue sdiwe) iyl il ool o&Katils ¢ aloyes Lailg) sl .
(mail:m.ebrahimi.ut@gmail.com) .;jlyl 0lys < ooilss oiily Jollops balgy (685 (comeiils ¥



t%:j;.\a')‘:j\eqd}hm S ol d 551, L8l g es g 35 SO
ol 03,8 (Conl Sl 4S5 93 (gladhie Jadll eds sladsdg

WOyl pial (lomo ¢ Jo Cugd «Su5l ol Bos (Bl ctwd Cuol 1o 319uuls”

-

doio
635 Sl 53555 31,8 S Jlo oz ) Ul oMl 6y (2518 Sl
slo Syl 5 sl (s3nle 5 630ty Jgo! 31 o5y I e 5o sl disls
50392 Sl oylgan (Glinatus 5 (blabue 51 Calon 5 LSl b ojlio «( 6 primalabes
Syl Ol (Mol (690002 olsl Sl 9 Syl ool @yl 5> ol 42l gl
Lo s iyl ()i, 65N i oS (60l s nsl 031 (5t 395 5| Liiss gl
5390 o 3wl 0395 HlwSS g Gluwpd (oje (sdad 1 ¢ gl pl 31 S 5o
O 9 Sladhaio (eoleg g)lis b «63)5 ciliseo pola )3 CNgo3 g ks 08 e
5 Oyl alsy el (caols) . al asdly ool ool (55005 (sloylid, 31 ans o Lol
Sheigate ) b 0yl Gallie § Cuoguas ol (1985 93y asilio (AUl 5 5]
Cilisee (claoyed ;o (glawn Glgs baas y ()Ll g cpdnndd o 5l 200 o Colos g
el ledo gl 2S5 ol
9 LaopSSl (60) > (ol iy olgen < oMol OMBI (Sh95m 9 31 ol il
Lo &S Cal oyl 15 ) s 3 sl 0353 2 ke (ol oyl sl i3, e
Sy 398 95 3810 0)e (Slay9iS > Olpl 2 S Ol Suilynl Bos
i 35 Lol Cal CSyniin g, 5 3 eyl Gl 458 Mo b oS’ s 3 w3yl
$ ey 55l oyl (clive $3,05 o 4
(Hedlo baoly) slaalas g ()05 Gl (g0j9 53 cilises ()5 slacdln,
(5 3ot ool 1 Loy Sagy o 1 S o o () 2 gl sl
Sy LS (5 ) (o 5 o (s 5 Aty il (slooyS 5 Jle o8
Lacugn 9 bao ISl Cuenl o« Medlopes barly) (saiope 53 35509 ool ol (8Ll st
D13y o ool 5 ealys B Caslias 059> 53 Dlaseud g guliws plls (6,5 IS5 )
o SlatiS 5 (g (O LS ) 4y ((Sopd b &) Sl (il 3,5,

2
3;
;
!
3
g

YA



\Bo
4
!
!
,—3)
]

¥4

Soimd Cool ¢ 3l gtk Sl Lais (6l (6,555 0yl ISl aS” (slasoS @y sils o
Slsily Hlas a1y 598

Olgrie & S s Ctel (520,05 (Sligo 2 c01is 5l oo 4 lis oyl Gy
5255 Soilginl g s Slie 2 Ol (oMl (6002 o Cad o Lo a8
Gl 0313 iyinS (514565 a1y 598 oyl o ol 3l ol yy 5 i stants Csial
Olalsi ) 593 Suud ol g Ui il dlen O (salalg 4y aS

9 (S U g Cogel (geylai il (gl (4008 Ol g oy s
Ol it gt Castal (galal 5 039 0 Gl Castal SeusMS (g0l b o oglis
e 2 O 85 4 el 3 9 395 2 a0 Oy g g (bl O5LB e
A el sl ! Syl

S G Cinl (S 18 8 9 )
Lol Lalgy (95 53 5 obilyy 53 Il 53 Slslislit s Cidl pygio
2y oliisdnaly 3)lg 1) pordo oyl $AS Sgl (5| s A & ylae (VASA Erikson)
SLs ly 155 5 oo s (Sioge (Sl oled S5 5o i i
S DSl 4 &5 358 o Lado oynigy (5 sttely b ) o o 03
bl ool ol U o) (galiwg 40 g a8 sl «L:Jaébm by S b uS o
(¥ .o VY Giddens) JuS ablio

A el oy bl (s Sladisd (cojo 3l Jus 93 (o 3l gt ol
Sdoye Nlg |y il swd Sl pgpho d S D45 VA g Bd 2 Jgl s
275 tale)l Ly g anie sl G s ls (g 4l 480, 8 Sleer Cnlins
£9d i (Y292 McSweeney £)33A Huysmans $\3a¥ Wendt) D9 (6350 )y 9
G iy Sl (sl mM5 a8 Sloj s g, Vo v e p3le] (gand ;5 Slaggss
Sl s (5yS S & ot &5 CEF Oygeo ()90 Dlllan 5 (455 Clr (Sinej 2

1. Object Relations Theory
2. Routinisation of every-day life
3. protective cocoon
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4. Basic trust system
5. Routinization
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2. Rigid
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1. moral

2. humanitarian
3. honor-driven
4, survival centric
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