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Abstract

Over the past two centuries, West Asia has consistently been a site of
intervention by extra-regional powers such as Portugal, Britain, and the
United States. These global powers have pursued hegemonic strategies and
sought to implement regional power-building models. Consequently,
coalition-building has always been a key tactic used by these external actors
to secure regional dominance. This is because, unlike regions such as Africa,
West Asia has not lent itself to direct colonization or sustained control by
foreign powers. In response, regional states—especially Iran—have sought
to calibrate their strategic policies to the presence of great powers in order
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to safeguard their national security. In periods when Iran’s strategic
policymaking has faltered, geopolitical pressures have intensified. This
study investigates how Iran’s strategic policymaking in the face of U.S.
regional activities has been shaped by the structural features of the
international system and the behavioral pattern of new regional actors. The
key question is: What mechanisms has the United States employed to
implement its regional policies in West Asia, and how have these affected
the security environment and, by extension, the Islamic Republic of Iran?
The hypothesis is that, as a global power playing a crucial role in
international politics, the United States employs aggressive regional
strategies in the region. International relations theorists broadly concur
that great powers strive for "regional hegemony," which requires the
application of a model of “regional power-building,” the use of “coalition-
building and balancing tactics” against regional actors, as well as an
aggressive measures by the United States in the region. In response, Iran
has adopted the role of a “regional power” and embraced a strategic posture
of resistance to counter America’s offensive policies. Iran's strategy is
grounded in “asymmetric conventional deterrence” within Southwest Asia.
To test this hypothesis, in the context of a balance between Iran and the
United States as two players, the study applies the theory of offensive
realism to identify the conflicts between them and to assess how Iran has
countered U.S.-led initiatives. The research ultimately aims to analyze and
compare the national power indicators of the U.S. and Iran in Southwest
Asia. Assessments indicate that while the U.S. has pursued the role of a
"global power," Iran has asserted itself as a "regional power." Since any
global power should promote its dominance in a regional environment,
signs of conflict have emerged within Iranian and U.S. strategic
policymaking.

Keywords
Strategic policymaking, United States of America, Iran, Southwest Asia,
regional power, U.S.’s regional hegemony, strategic orientation, Iranian
resistance.
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